
Kia ora tātou, 

ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa! 

Our group - Climate Justice Taranaki - has had a couple of busy weeks with a picket at the 

opening of the new National Energy Center in New Plymouth and a blockade of the Ballance 

fertiliser plant in Kapuni. We wanted to take a moment and share all this with you. 

• Activists warn Adern: Hydrogen no path to low carbon future 

• Taranaki Oil and Gas Block Offer fuelling the climate crisis 

• Blockade at Taranaki Fertiliser Factory – Fossil Fertiliser not our Future 

Together with Climate Change and Consciousness CCC19, we are organising a 'Candidate 

Forum' on Wednesday, 2nd September, 7.30pm at Community House (32 Leach St, New 

Plymouth) focusing on the climate crisis. Come along! 

Also, we encourage to sign and share this petition in support of a Māori ward in new 

Plymouth: https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/partnership-not-division-show-support-

for-the-maori-ward-in-new-plymouth 

If you are keen to get involved with our group, we always have plenty to do so get in touch. 

Stay warm, stay safe and stay vocal in our collective quest for climate justice. 

Ngā mihi 

Climte Justice Taranaki 

 

=================== 

Blockade at Taranaki Fertiliser Factory – Fossil Fertiliser not our Future 

Activists from Climate Justice Taranaki and Greenpeace locked on to the Ballance fertiliser 

plant in Kapuni (South Taranaki) today in protest to the continued use of fossil fuel based 

fertilisers for industrial farming which is killing the climate, waterways and soils. 

“Communities have been calling for an end to industrial extractive farming and the use of 

synthetic urea for decades. We need to urgently end our reliance on fossil fuels if we want to 

have any chance of halting runaway climate change. Coal, oil and even gas, touted as a 

transition fuel, all need to stay in the ground. Urea fertiliser, whether made from natural gas 

or hydrogen, drives industrial farming which degrades our soil and waterways, disrupts our 

climate and locks our farmers in debt” said Emily Bailey, spokesperson for Climate Justice 

Taranaki. 

“Government has been captured by big corporate interests for far too long. We are putting our 

bodies on the line in solidarity with our Pacific brothers and sisters whose islands are 

disappearing while oil companies continue to extract fossil fuels. We have more than enough 

energy to live comfortably if we use it wisely and don’t allow corporations to squander it for 

profit making.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6IJydyw33U
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/partnership-not-division-show-support-for-the-maori-ward-in-new-plymouth
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/partnership-not-division-show-support-for-the-maori-ward-in-new-plymouth


“Communities are calling for urgent change now. We need an urgent plan to end gas 

extraction by 2025 and put energy production back in public hands. We need an urgent shift 

to regenerative agriculture to supply local markets with real, healthy food that nourish the 

communities and the farmers, without harm to our soils and waterways. Fossil fuels and 

industrial farming are not our future.” 

Video from the action: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6IJydyw33U 

=================== 

Taranaki Oil and Gas Block Offer fuelling the climate crisis 

“Opening up 2,451 km² of Taranaki land to oil and companies for dirty drilling is fuelling the 

climate crisis and is the last thing we should be doing in 2020” says Urs Signer, member of 

community group Climate Justice Taranaki. 

“Once again, the government is enabling companies to make bids on vast areas of Taranaki 

land at a time when everyone is shouting from the rooftops that in order to have a chance of a 

stable climate for future generations, we need to keep fossil fuels in the ground. This week 

alone, the small Northland town of Otiria was flooded again due to upstream deforestation 

and swamp draining for farming and increasing rainfall from climate change. China, Nepal, 

Indonesia and Kenya are again facing massive floods. The fires in Siberia and the Amazon 

are still burning since last year.” 

“Last year, our people’s bid in defence of the climate was signed by over 2400 supporters, 

however NZ Petroleum and Minerals failed to even respond to our bid. Jacinda Ardern’s 

‘nuclear free moment’ appears to have been just momentary empty rhetoric” concludes Urs 

Signer. 

Block Offer Map: https://climatejusticetaranaki.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/block-offer-

2019-release-area-map.jpg 

=================== 

Activists warn Adern: Hydrogen no path to low carbon future 

Members of Climate Justice Taranaki and other community groups gathered with white 

elephants outside the launch of the National New Energy Development Centre today by 

Prime Minister Jacinda Adern and Energy Minister Megan Woods. The protesters are 

opposed to the government’s support of Hydrogen technology. 

“We are repeating bad choices again from the Think Big era of the 1980’s that had far 

reaching economic burden and environmental impacts upon us,” said Fiona Clark, Visual 

activist and Tikorangi Gaslands resident. 

“As benign and fashionable a Hydrogen economy may sound, the zealous push for it as the 

essential route to a just transition is unfounded, both in physics and economic terms,” 

explained Climate Justice Taranaki researcher Catherine Cheung. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6IJydyw33U
https://climatejusticetaranaki.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/block-offer-2019-release-area-map.jpg
https://climatejusticetaranaki.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/block-offer-2019-release-area-map.jpg


“The production of Green Hydrogen from water and renewable energy is extremely 

expensive and inefficient. Its storage and distribution, also costly and energy intensive, are 

fraught with technical and safety issues.” 

“There are suggestions to make Blue Hydrogen with fossil fuels and carbon capture, then 

move onto Green Hydrogen using renewable energy when the economics becomes more 

favourable. But carbon capture is largely unproven for effectively reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions. Building off-shore wind farms to make Green Hydrogen for export will likely 

retain energy control in large corporations and drive prices up for communities.” 

“Taranaki has received lots of government and foreign money for Hydrogen: $37 million to 

replace the New Plymouth Wastewater Treatment Plant’s thermal dryer and $50 million to 

make more urea and set up a Hydrogen refueling network.” 

“But the new thermal dryer will still rely on fossil gas, albeit with 25-40% less emissions, and 

continue to discharge polluting effluents. Urea made from Green Hydrogen will continue to 

degrade soils and waterways and hold farmers in debt.” 

“Perhaps all the hype for so-called Green Hydrogen is little more than a trojan horse or a 

white elephant. It makes us believe that we are taking serious climate action while allowing 

extractive, polluting industries to continue business as usual.” 

“There is a just transition path to a low carbon economy, beginning with substantial reduction 

in energy demand. With Rio Tinto’s aluminium smelter finally shutting down, and if we stop 

big hydro-power companies from manipulating water flows to drive prices up, we won’t need 

as much new energy as forecasted. Community-owned energy systems that are efficient, 

affordable and environmentally and socially responsible, is where the government should be 

investing.” 

Photos: https://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/2020/07/23/press-release-activists-

warn-adern-hydrogen-no-path-to-low-carbon-future/ 

--  
Climate Justice Taranaki 

 

http://climatejusticetaranaki.info - Climate Justice Taranaki 

is a community group committed to justice, action and true 

solutions to climate change. 
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