
Climate Justice Taranaki Newsletter, September 2020 

Kia ora tātou, 
ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa!  Kia ora  

Last month, Climate Justice Taranaki protested on synthetic fertiliser and hydrogen and raised 
objection to yet more onshore petroleum block offers. This month, we have been speaking out 
about the risks of allowing oil companies to sell off late-life operations, thereby avoiding 
decommissioning costs.  

We also took part in a site visit to the Remediation NZ composting/wormfarming operation near 
Uruti which has been receiving drilling wastes alongside industrial food wastes for over 17 years, 
causing environmental, social and cultural harm. We intend to attend the Taranaki Regional Council 
hearing over the company’s application to renew their discharge consents, and support submitters 
and local iwi who have been badly affected, throughout the process.   

Below we share with you our open letter to Minister Megan Woods, some media highlights and 
upcoming events for your participation. 

Open Letter:  Transfer of Maari Field from OMV to Jadestone 

In our letter to Minister Megan Woods, we urged the Minister to halt the granting of consent for the 

change of operatorship and transfer of interest of the Maari Field from OMV to Jadestone Energy. 

We also asked that any proposed sales or transfer of ownership and operatorship of oil and/or gas 

fields on or offshore be blocked, at least until the CMA, EEZ Act and any other required legislation 

are properly in place to ensure that companies are fully liable for responsible decommissioning, 

environmentally and socially.   

Full letter on CJT website: https://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/2020/09/21/open-letter-to-

minister-megan-woods/  

Industry insider sounds warning over risk of potential Maari oil field sale 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/business/426061/industry-insider-sounds-warning-over-risk-of-

potential-maari-oil-field-sale  

Tours reinforces Taranaki residents’ fears over stinking plant 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/425030/tour-reinforces-taranaki-residents-fears-over-

stinking-plant  

Other questions to ask: 1) Why are oil companies allowed to operate without proper procedures in 

place to deal with their toxic drilling wastes responsibly?  2)  Why is a waste management company 

allowed to operate for years despite repeated non-compliance and complaints?  3)  Are we happy 

with the safety, quality control and tracing of fertiliser products derived from this site?   4)  Do we 

want to continue with industrial food production, which is exorbitantly wasteful, unfair to farmers, 

ignores animal welfare and degrades the environment from start to finish? 

Plant opponents kick up stink over hearing charge 
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https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/425941/plant-opponents-kick-up-stink-over-hearing-charge  

Car Free – Free Bus Day, 22 September 

New Plymouth District will join major cities around the world to close their streets and celebrate 
World Car-Free Day.  Withers Coachlines will offer free service from Okato, Oakura and Omata 
through to New Plymouth’s CBD, and return.   

If we can show councils and the company some enthusiasm and support for public transport, they 
will invest more to make it happen. So make a plan, book your seat & hop on the bus for your trip! 
http://www.witherscoachlines.co.nz/coach-tours/42-world-car-free-day-22-sept-2020  

Draft Taranaki Regional Public Transport Plan Submission, due 25 September 

Public transport is one of the most important tools for reducing emissions and building communities. 
There're opportunities for creative thinking and collective planning. Do have a read of the draft plan, 
share your thoughts with us and your friends & make a submission to TRC please. 

https://www.trc.govt.nz/buses-transport/transport-planning/transport-planning-documents/public-
transport-plan/?fbclid=IwAR1msqlO5KUWDVArl3ul2rCmadJI7T_O8VsbQ0ujxlQzrPvbX-daMr2aVhQ  

Candid Climate Debate for 2020 Candidates, 29 Sept 7pm 

With the climate emergency the most serious crisis ever faced by humankind, we invite residents in 

the New Plymouth electorate to a pre-election candidate debate on the best approach to addressing 

climate change.  

The evening will be co-sponsored by Climate Change & Consciousness Taranaki (CCCT) and Climate 

Justice Taranaki (CJT). NPDC councillor Anneka Carlson and Urs Signer from CJT will MC the event.  

Please click the link to join the forum 

https://zoom.us/j/92973112824... 

Passcode: 189490 

Petition: Support a Māori ward in New Plymouth 

We encourage you to sign and share this petition in support of a Māori ward in New Plymouth: 
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/partnership-not-division-show-support-for-the-maori-
ward-in-new-plymouth 

 

If you support what we do, get in touch, get involved, we’d love to have you onboard with us. 

Stay warm, stay safe and stay vocal in our collective quest for climate justice. 

Learn to speak te reo Māori, kia ora, kia kaha tō tatou reo 
Ngā mihi 

Climate Justice Taranaki 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/425941/plant-opponents-kick-up-stink-over-hearing-charge
http://www.witherscoachlines.co.nz/coach-tours/42-world-car-free-day-22-sept-2020
https://www.trc.govt.nz/buses-transport/transport-planning/transport-planning-documents/public-transport-plan/?fbclid=IwAR1msqlO5KUWDVArl3ul2rCmadJI7T_O8VsbQ0ujxlQzrPvbX-daMr2aVhQ
https://www.trc.govt.nz/buses-transport/transport-planning/transport-planning-documents/public-transport-plan/?fbclid=IwAR1msqlO5KUWDVArl3ul2rCmadJI7T_O8VsbQ0ujxlQzrPvbX-daMr2aVhQ
https://zoom.us/j/92973112824?pwd=M0ZBUzlTZjdxSUpYdGI5enAzMHlMUT09&fbclid=IwAR0KLS639yv8f3DcjlWPly0uMpcD1epo7jgedQeo4_lYImDXvilrnBw2MWI
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/partnership-not-division-show-support-for-the-maori-ward-in-new-plymouth
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/partnership-not-division-show-support-for-the-maori-ward-in-new-plymouth

