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It’s election time. We’ve put out a thoughtful 

press release. Below is an excerpt to share. 

Vote for a realistic future

  

“The last century and a half has been dominated by an 
economy largely based on milking cows thanks to 
cheap fossil fuels. In recent decades, oil and gas 
boomed and now it’s busting, as predicted. The huge 
long term costs of these industries are starting to hit 
home with climate change, polluted waterways and 
increasing social inequality, yet few seem keen to face 
this reality. 

So while in the short term we might want to pay less 
taxes and not rock the boat, the reality is the boat has 
run out of fuel and is sinking. We can either pay the 
price to fix the boat and erect a sail or sink because 
the lifeboats were sold off long ago. 

There are dairy farms in New Zealand that have 
reduced stock numbers and external inputs, 
substantially reducing their environmental affects 
while maintaining profit and improving workloads and 
job satisfaction. These changes are possible but … we 
need an industry behind it to also transition to low-
energy production systems and local markets… And 
we can’t all be dairy farmers. The natural environment 
and local markets need diversity.” 

We also need to start facing the fact that the next 
generations will not be driving combustion engines. 
This transition has been made all the more urgent by 
government reticence to act decisively, and by a 
culture of denial among the peak industry bodies, still 
myopically focused on business as usual... The world is 
changing and fast. If a sustainable future isn’t your 
thing then at least vote for a realistic one that is not 
based on business as usual.” 

ECO newsletter - Tieke 

Tieke 20 Sept 2017 makes great reading, here.  

Shell 2017 marine consent hearings 

 

Public hearings on Shell Taranaki Ltd. (formerly 

STOS)’s marine consent applications will begin on 2nd 

Oct, at the Quality Hotel, New Plymouth. Shell wants 

to use an unidentified jack-up rig to drill more wells at 

the Maui gas field and discharge as yet undisclosed 

harmful chemicals at sea.  Climate Justice Taranaki 

and other submitters who are opposed to the 

applications, will be speaking at the hearings. Come 

along in support.  

The Bentley Effect with Q&A 

 

2nd Oct 7pm, 4th Wall Theatre, New Plymouth 
3rd Oct 7pm, Everybody’s Theatre, Opunake 

“The struggle against invasive gas mining may be the 

vehicle for this story… but really this film is more about 
community and what our communities can achieve 
when they stand together for a common cause. With 
so much hanging delicately in the balance it is 
ultimately altruism and the connection to our true 
wealth -  air, land, water and each other - that we see 
emerging as the key ingredients to this timely story” 
Brendan Shoebridge, Director.  Details on the NZ tour 
here: https://www.thebentleyeffect.com/screenings  
 

Support Taranaki Energy Watch 
 
Taranaki Energy Watch is appealing to the 
Environment Court for stricter oil and gas rules in the 
South Taranaki District which could form the basis for 
national standards. They need your help to pay for 
experts to present more and stronger evidence, to 
protect human health and safety, and the 
environment.  Please donate here: 
http://taranakienergywatch.org.nz/      
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