
Speaker Bios 

Claire Browning – Forest & Bird 

Claire Browning is a former lawyer, editor, and senior policy adviser, turned conservation 

advocate for Forest & Bird: New Zealand’s oldest and largest environment NGO. 

Ex-Ministry of Justice and Law Commission adviser, editor of Brookers’ criminal portfolio, 

Adams on Criminal Law co-author, and writer for the Criminal Reports of New Zealand, she 

has also written for blog site Pundit and in 2012 published Beyond Today: a values story, on 

green policy and politics on the 40th anniversary of New Zealand’s former Values Party. 

Gary Cranston – Climate Justice Aotearoa, Unite! 

Gary Cranston is a Union organiser with a background in environmental justice campaigning. 

Gary was Aotearoa’s spokesperson for the reclaim power action during the Copenhagen 

climate negotiations and has worked on climate justice related campaigns in coal mining 

communities in New South Wales and in the campaign to stop Petrobras from drilling for oil 

off the East Cape. Gary will be speaking about the big issues and opportunities that can put 

climate justice at the centre of climate action for 2015. 

http://www.climatejusticeaotearoa.org 

Michelle Ducat – Oil-free Wellington 

I am a parent who lives in Lower Hutt and have been involved in Oil Free Wellington since it 

began in late 2012 when permits were granted to explore for oil in Pegasus Basin. I started to 

become active in climate justice campaigns in 2007. 

Russell Gibbs 

Married to  Parani. 

Chief Treaty Negotiator for Nga Hapu O Poutama. 

Kaitiaki, Farmer. 

Worked at shearing, fencing, shepherd and sharemilker. 

Farms 5th generation tupuna lands south of the Tongaporutu river where I grew up.  Sheep, 

cattle, and wild goats and pigs.  Specialty farming Wiltshires a meat sheep that self shed their 

wool. 

Farms according to Tikanga maori practice of environmental management, zero fertilizer and 

little to zero sprays and drenches. Involved in North Taranaki Apiaries Ltd a honey producer 

owned by  hapu of Poutama specializes in Manuka honey production. 

Concerns about the environment  and the damage that is happening to Papatuanuku. Will 

speak on farming practices according to Tikanga maori.  Planting and bush restoration 

programmes. 

Lyn Pearson – Sustainable Whanganui 

Lyn Pearson has been an environmentalist ever since she started participating in Forest & 

Bird activities with her Dad, at the age of 10. 

She is proud to live in Whanganui & is very involved in both Sustainable Whanganui and 

http://www.climatejusticeaotearoa.org/


Castlecliff Coast Care. 

Lyn is also a keen permacultural gardener & has been married to Graham for almost 45 years. 

She is concerned about the future her Grandkids will inherit. 

Ian Shearer – Engineers for Social Responsibilities 

Ian Shearer is an electrical engineer who has been involved in energy efficiency and 

renewable energy projects for 20 years. 

He was employed by ICLEI to assist local governments (mainly cities) in New Zealand and 

across Europe with sustainability projects, refurbishing historic buildings and electric 

vehicles, and carbon footprint assessments for cities and regions. His recent experience in the 

Highlands and Islands of Scotland was with energy efficiency projects integrated with smart 

networks to maximise renewable energy generation and usage. 

Haumoana White 

Age :   older. 

Rangatira of Ngati Wai of Poutama. 

Kaitiaki, Farmer. 

Worked at shearing, bush falling, fencing and slaughterman. 

Farms tupuna lands south of the Mokau river where I grew up.  Sheep, cattle, horses and wild 

goats and pigs.  Specialty farming Wiltshires a meat sheep that self shed their wool. 

Farms according to Tikanga maori practice of environmental management, zero fertilizer and 

little to zero sprays and drenches. Involved in North Taranaki Apiaries Ltd a honey producer 

owned by  hapu of Poutama specializes in Manuka honey production. 

Passionate about the environment  and the damage that is happening to Papatuanuku. 

Paul Young – Generation Zero 

Paul is a co-founder of Generation Zero – a nationwide youth-led organisation working 

towards a zero carbon Aotearoa. Paul remains part of the national leadership team and does a 

range of things within the organisation, including research on climate change soutions and 

policy, advocacy and communications. 

Paul is also a trustee of the National Energy Research Institute and is currently leading the 

modelling work on the 2050 Pathways project – an online tool allowing users to explore how 

New Zealand can reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to create their own future scenarios. 

Paul completed an MSc in physics studying ocean wave power systems. 

 


