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The following 19 candidates answered our questions. 

New Plymouth District Council

Stratford District Council

Climate Justice Taranaki Questionnaire

Taranaki local body elections 2013

Taranaki Regional Council

Rex Hendry (New Plymouth Constituency), pg. 2

Sarah Roberts (New Plymouth Constituency), pg. 4

Keith Allum (City Ward), pg. 5

Shaun Biesiek (City Ward), pg. 7

Fiona Clark (North Ward), pg. 9

Teresa Goodin (City Ward), pg. 10

Dympna Hart (City Ward), pg. 12

Daniel Keighley (City Ward), pg. 14

Kath Lauderdale (City Ward), pg. 15

Barbara McPhillips (City Ward), pg. 17

Kevin Moore (City Ward), pg. 18

Craig Percy (Mayor and City Ward), pg. 21

Chris Wilkes (City Ward and Mayor), pg. 22

South Taranaki District Council

Clem Coxhead (Egmont Plains Ward), pg. 24

Gareth Kahui (Hawera Ward), pg. 25

Graham O'Brien (Hawera Ward), pg. 27

Brian Roach (Egmont Plains Ward), pg. 28

Michael Self (Egmont Plains Ward), pg. 30

Graham Kelly (Rural Ward), pg. 31

For more information, please refer to www.climatejusticetaranaki.info
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Not a yes/no question – depends on scale and environmental impacts. 

Rex Hendry (Taranaki Regional Council New Plymouth Constituency)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

This is not a yes/no question. Here is my view, as stated on my website 
(<http://www.rexhendry4trc.co.nz> www.rexhendry4trc.co.nz ): There is a lot of 
contradicting information around about fracking at the moment. It is challenging to 
adopt any given position. On one hand, given that we live on a very geologically 
unstable piece of crust, it would be difficult to argue that the volume and action of 
fracking will cause long-term damage to the earth’s mantle. And also, given our 
current dependence on an oil economy, the extraction of more oil from any given 
site does seem wise – that is, an increasing multitude of sites extracting small 
amounts of oil would not be a good environmental outcome. In fact, the debate 
about our dependence on an oil economy seems to be absent from the current 
issue. On the other hand, there does seem to be evidence that fracking near the 
surface can interrupt and pollute ground water, plus the potential to pollute and 
interrupt aquifers deeper in the crust – future resources for clean water. The other 
striking issue is the range of chemicals used in this process, many of which would 
not be used at the surface, so why would we use them anywhere else? So, in 
summary, my stand would be to get strong minimum standards in place now to 
deal with fracking consent applications. These standards should include aspects 
like: ~ A precautionary approach – that is, environmentally conservative until we 
understand more; ~ A minimum depth requirement – my reading suggests that 
something like 2000m minimum depth would protect ground water and most 
aquifers; ~ Restricted use of chemicals – all/any chemicals used in the process 
should be biodegradable in a short period of time; ~ Amend the appropriate 
regional policy statement to reflect these standards so they are clear to all. Plus I 
would inject discussion around our dependence on an oil economy, which is really 
the context for this issue.

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

Absolutely. The question is when and how? Over what timeframe is 350 parts per 
million achievable? 

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

Absolutely, this is one of the key issues for me. As the Environmental 
Sustainability Representative on the Regional Transport Committee I have been 
pushing to increase funding and promotion of public transport and alternative 
modes of transport over the past 5 years.

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

Absolutely, this is another one of the key issues for me (see 
<http://www.rexhendry4trc.co.nz> www.rexhendry4trc.co.nz). Of course, we may 
choose standards in Taranaki that are higher (i.e. better water quality) than the M 
of E ones.

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?
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Not a yes/no question – depends on scale and environmental impacts. 6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

Not in all cases – otherwise we wouldn’t be having the discussion about fracking, 
landfarming and seabed mining.

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

I am standing to promote ‘environmental sustainability’ and plan to promote good 
sustainable practice across all of the council’s activities, extending beyond 
focusing on a single issue. The opportunity to do this will be issue-by-issue as 
each comes across the Council table, and as regional policies are reviewed. 
TRC’s role is to ensure that environmental standards are maintained – ~ on land; 
~ in the air; ~ freshwater and; ~ along the coast. My goal is to do what I can to 
make this happen. Policies are not clear on some issues in Taranaki. If there 
wasn’t we wouldn’t be having the debates about fracking, clean streams, 
landfarming, public transport, roading, emissions, and a myriad of other issues.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

As much as I can. Having worked in the Antarctic on and off over the past 34 
years I have seen climate change on a global scale. Some of it is alarming. So I 
will be doing what I can to make changes. In the first instance this will be to work 
towards an adequate public transport system so we can provide better and more 
efficient transport options, get more single occupancy vehicles off the road and 
decrease carbon emissions.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

This sounds more like a question for Fonterra, Federated Farmers and Venture 
Taranaki… From a Taranaki Regional Council perspective these outcomes 
should be forthcoming if there is sound clear policies that don’t allow for 
‘environmental creep’ or ‘accumulated impacts’. As noted, clean streams are a 
key issue for me. Riparian planting has come a long way in helping this, as are 
the changes in farming practice, but it should also be noted that at least 3 of the 7 
health warnings on our streams and rivers in Taranaki come from urban settings, 
so we need to make sure everyone has their eye on the ball. It is unacceptable 
that we have health warnings on 7 streams and rivers in Taranaki.

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

Getting technology that make these wastes environmentally safe and recyclable 
would be a good start, but this is an issue for the industry. In the meantime, 
landfarming does seem like one option as long as the environmental standards 
are maintained. It is the Taranaki Regional Council’s responsibility to ensure that 
the effects of this activity do not degrade the environmental standards that have 
been set. The main question is - are the standards good enough to ensure there 
is not long-term impacts of this activity? And, yet again, the debate around our 
dependence on an oil economy seems to be missing.

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

I am always concerned when a law is passed that decreases the input of the 
public – that is, the rate- and tax-payers for who central, regional or local 
government is set up to serve. A similar law change has recently removed the six 
community representatives on the Taranaki Regional Transport Committee.
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Additional

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

All of these issues need a collaborative approach, they cannot be resolved by any 
one organisation. I would be looking for TRC to work with other organisations to 
resolve these issues. For more discussion on other issues see 
<http://www.rexhendry4trc.co.nz> www.rexhendry4trc.co.nz 

Sarah Roberts (Taranaki Regional Council New Plymouth Constituency)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?
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Additional

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

The environment is the heart of the matter. Ko te mea nunui ko te taiao. There is 
a balance to be found between protecting the environment, oil and gas 
development, and on-going and sustainable dairy. Environmental stability or 
improvement is challenging to achieve in the face of the exponential growth of 
petrochemical and dairy industries in Taranaki. National working parties are 
developing quantitative freshwater quality limits and guidelines to maintain water 
quality across New Zealand (and Taranaki). It is critical Taranaki Regional Council 
apply these rigorously to determine the limits of expanding these industries and 
sustaining the environment.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

Local and national actions on climate change impact globally. I will put climate 
change issues in front of Taranaki Regional Council. Recently Climate Change 
Minister Tim Groser welcomed top-level climate change negotiators working on 
the United Nations climate change agreement to New Zealand. However 
domestic hypocrisy is evident. Energy Minister Simon Bridges announced the 
area available for consultation for oil and gas permits has more than doubled to 
about 434,000 square kilometres, the government annually subsidises the oil and 
gas industry by $46 million, and New Zealand pulled out of binding global 
commitments under Kyoto 11.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

Clear specific guidelines for effluent ponds and their use based on scientific 
evidence are critical. The Auditor General's report noted last year "Taranaki 
Regional Council did mostly visual inspections of dairy effluent ponds". TRC 
reported a very low non-compliance rate compared to other councils. The OAG 
stated this rate was due to their visual inspections. Following the audit the Council 
has decided to routinely sample farm systems.  Land-based effluent systems 
rather than directly to water are also considered appropriate nationally. These 
have significant environmental benefits. Taranaki Regional Council working as 
environmental watchdog is pivotal in ensuring these best practices occur.

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

Drilling wastes from the oil and gas industry are a huge problem. Breaching 
consent conditions in dealing with waste is a regular occurrence. Trucking waste 
from the East Coast to Taranaki has met with dismay. Fonterra will no longer take 
milk from supply farms choosing to land-farm. Several hundred tonnes of drilling 
muds, up to 500 tonnes of cuttings, and thousands of litres of 'produced water' 
needs to be disposed of per well. Current methods include land-farming, deep 
well injection and industrial waste facilities. I am not confident these are long-term 
safe solutions that will protect our communities and environment.

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

Public participation is not wanted by local or central government. Environment 
Minister Amy Adams is promoting a law change excluding the public by making 
the applications to off-shore drilling 'non-notified'. It is no different on-shore either. 
 29 non-notified oil and gas discharges have been consented last month directly 
beside our homes and properties. The controversial 'Anadarko Agreement' saw a 
ban placed on protesting at sea. It was for the public's own safety. It is apparently 
too dangerous to be closer than 500m to the off-shore wells. There is no social 
licence to operate. Why can we not have a say?  

http://sarahroberts.co.nz/

Keith Allum (New Plymouth District Council City Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

It is not a simple question that can be answered with a yes/no answer. Individual 
decisions must be made on detailed scientific analysis 
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Definitely yes

Yes

Yes

No

Probably yes. Need more thought on this one

Strongly support this

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

Yes. NZ Governemt  needs to provide strong incentives to support solar PV and 
the like (I have solar PV panels on my house). The Governments asset sales is 
directly against this requirement (eg privatised power will maximise returns to the 
shareholders ie maximise power sales)

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

see above-solar PV panels on my house,se the bus when possible. Support 
electric vehicles

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?
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Will answer in detail when I get back

Should not be illegal to protest

Additional

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

Shaun Biesiek (New Plymouth District Council City Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?
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No can always improve

this is something I am still researching and investigating.

Additional

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

In full support of recycling / and composting of all organic material. All NPDC 
lighting to be replaced with LED as renewal period is due implement Solar / Own 
water collection in new building projects. Any upgrade of the Aquatic center 
should implement Solar heating of pools. Support the use of Solar electricity 
generation and investigation of use for Council owned assets. Vehicle fleet to be 
replaced when due with energy efficient cars (if proof they in fact need to be 
replaced). I would love to expand the districts community Gardens and Orchids.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

In full support of recycling / and composting of all organic material. All NPDC 
lighting to be replaced with LED as renewal period is due implement Solar / Own 
water collection in new building projects. Any upgrade of the Aquatic center 
should implement Solar heating of pools. Support the use of Solar electricity 
generation and investigation of use for Council owned assets. Vehicle fleet to be 
replaced when due with energy efficient cars (if proof they in fact need to be 
replaced). I would love to expand the districts community Gardens and Orchids.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

This is a TRC area however I am support of riparian planting and Organic farming 
practices.  

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

Yes I am very concerned I believe this takes away from our fundamental right to 
legal protest.

As a trustee on the Farmers Market Taranaki Trust, I am in full support of 
empowering people to provide for themselves and to buy local produce. I believe 
we also need to review our town planning to allow for sustainable living IE:Vege 
gardens. At a local Government level we need to apply pressure to central 
government in areas of New Building designs and requirements for things like, 
Self water collection, Power generation PV roofing panels etc. 
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Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Fiona Clark (New Plymouth District Council North Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

Engage with the community to see what they want and then see what can be 
done. Engage with businesses to see what can be done. Encourage recycling at 
both domestic and industrial levels. Within NPDC ensure that the assets we 
manage are maintained sustain ably.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

Find out how much we contribute to climate change in our NPDC area ... Put an 
actual figure on paper so we are aware of what is around us. ... Especially the oil 
and gas industry well sites. The Motunui and Waitara valley plants. Almost the 
same as above. Engage with the community and businesses. Promote car 
pooling by NPDC staff and also to meetings .. Promote passive transport. 
Promote alternative fuels. 
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Additional

Yes

Yes

Yes

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

Endeavour to change the 'culture' of one off practises. Encourage succession & 
guardianship of the land ... Encourage vegetation plantings. Milking dairy herds 
once a day ...

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

I think the issue should be, first, that why are they creating so much waste? Is this 
a necessary practise? The companies should be asked if they are going to 
generate such quantities they should dispose of them as best practise. .. Ask for a 
development levy ( a dollar figure) to be set on the quantity they produce.. The 
companies are profit driven - they should asked to balance the profit with 
community well being .. And set a reduction in the amount of waste they produce.

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

YES. I am concerned that this will extend onshore meaning that you cannot 
oppose drilling and mining on private land.

The District Plan for NPDC needs to be reviewed - to consider the affects on the 
community. 'Affects' also needs to used in terms of affected party status in 
resource consents. The term 'construction' in the NPDC plan is used and 
therefore allows activities with no conditions or checks - this needs to change. 
The oil and gas industry generate a lot of traffic and this should be added to the 
count of rural road users - currently $25 million in the Budget is spent on roads - 
$10 million in North Taranaki .. As most is 'construction' traffic we are paying for 
the oil and gas to use our roads. The O & G traffic needs to be reduced - with 
better management and they need to pay a fair share.

Teresa Goodin (New Plymouth District Council City Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?
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Yes

Yes

No

No

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

Our region needs to develop and commit to a 20-year plan to transition our 
community from dependence on from fossil fuels and to become dependent on 
renewable and clean energy. This will include transforming our energy, transport 
and agricultural systems. We don’t need to re-invent the wheel, as many of the 
solutions already exist and have been implemented in other parts of the world. 
What we do need is strong leadership to move towards a low-carbon economy, 
so that we aren’t left behind. 

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

Show leadership at a local government level to ensure that our councils take the 
issue seriously and develop long term plans to prepare our communities for the 
potential shocks and crises ahead. Actively promote and work on a 20-year plan 
to transition our community from dependence on from fossil fuels and to become 
dependent on renewable and clean energy.  Support community resilience by 
facilitating the development of public transport, cycleways, community gardens 
and orchards, renewable energy and other future proofing initiatives. 

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

Continue the progress on riparian management of streams and promote biological 
farming practices and ways to reduce industrial inputs on our farms. There are 
farmers in Taranaki and throughout New Zealand who have converted their farms 
successfully from high reliance of phosphate fertilizers and industrial inputs to 
more sustainable and ecologically friendly methods and now their production and 
bottom line is just as good and in a lot of cases better than farmers who are using 
phosphate. We need to actively promote these success stories and alternatives 
so that farmers can see they have alternative and economically viable options. 
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Yes

Yes

Yes
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11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

I don’t have a definitive answer for this question. However I don't believe we 
should be contaminating our prime agricultural land with hydrocarbons, heavy 
metals and other harmful substances through the practice of landfarming. I also 
have concerns about deep well injection of wastes due to the risks of triggering 
seismic activity and the potential to contaminate fresh ground water sources in 
the future. Oil and gas is a finite resource that creates a toxic legacy, however 
agriculture can support our people indefinitely for many generations if it is 
managed in a sustainable way, so supporting the ecological integrity of our soils 
and water sources should be a priority.

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

Yes, New Zealanders should have every right to object and have their objections 
heard and addressed. Especially now the government has opened our offshore 
environment up to deep sea oil exploration, which has the potential to devastate 
our coastal environment, our public health and economy as we have seen in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

We can achieve positive change and sustainable growth by drawing on the talent, 
wisdom and passion within our community and combining that with international 
best practice to create innovative and creative solutions to the complex economic, 
social and environmental issues our community will continue to face in the future. 

Dympna Hart (New Plymouth District Council City Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?
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Yes

No

No

Additional

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

For an environmentally sustainable Taranaki it is imperative less land be covered 
in concrete and asphalt and that walking and cycling is advocated. More fruit and 
nut trees need to be planted into publicly owned gardens. Household gardens 
must be encouraged as must the practice of buying locally provided goods. 

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

I will continue to model the way by maintaining my regime of walking where I can 
to save on the burning up of fossil fuels. I will keep talking to those in the know 
and continue warning people that the burning of fossil fuels is leading to climate 
change causing the severe weather patterns and worldwide environmental 
disasters daily increasing globally. 

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

TRC is doing a great job of riparian planting but needs improvement regarding 
pest and weed control. 

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

I don’t believe they should be doing it in the first place, well anyway to the degree 
that has been permitted so far. However, as they do, the wastes must not be 
spread over arable land, but be deeply reburied into another hole! 

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

Yes, I am deeply disturbed by this act as I find this a very draconian measure with 
no democracy exhibited. I feel it needs overturning as soon as possible. 
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Daniel Keighley (New Plymouth District Council City Ward)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

We are not going to end Taranaki's relationship with Oil and Gas. Lets show local 
Companies involved that they could be the world leaders in positive relationships 
with their communities by committing to discussion and decision-making with 
community, by adhering to a locally agreed plan for 'green' access to fossil fuels. 
Achieving this accord would be favourable for the companies, the local and 
eventually the national, environment. A similar process should take place with the 
dairy industry.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

Council must be involved in waste management. We have a number of 
companies offering to compost all Taranaki organic waste. This initiative must be 
supported. Recycling must be given real, and not just verbal, support. Guiding the 
dairy industry towards the protection of waterways, the creation of safe stock-
waste reservoirs with bio-treatment initiatives. We have no gains from iron sand 
mining. This must be fought at a national level.
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Additional

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

100 words won't answer this. It is possible to work with farmers to hold and treat 
effluent, plant waterways, protect waterways, offer alternatives to the current soil 
treatments with NPK.

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

There are existing viable methods for devolving the waste into its individual 
components, most of which have an ongoing use. The 'waste oil' aspect of drilling 
waste makes up a reasonable percentage of the 'sludge'. This can be reclaimed 
as quality lubricants for machine use. This only lessens the bulk of the waste, 
leaving a solid block - but it offers a small solution to bulk. I am not sufficiently 
knowledgeable to know how to dispose of the rest but would involve myself in 
research.

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

I am very concerned with this act - along with a multitude of recently framed acts 
around citizens rights. I would become involved with 'battling' this act if the 
opportunity presented.

I have knowledge and skills that make me a good part of the Council mix - and I 
believe in the process of discussing solutions.

Kath Lauderdale (New Plymouth District Council City Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?



Climate Justice Taranaki Questionnaire

Page 16

Yes

No

No

Yes.

Additional

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

Change attitudes to farming styles by education, reduce private vehicle use by 
planning to support healthy and environmentally friendly modes of transport via 
infrastructure development. Ensure public amenities are close together and within 
walking distance of each other and access to this via public transport is adequate.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

Try to live it and try to build it here and in the community. Build an educated, 
aware and motivated community that has evolved alternate practices to empower 
them in their resistance and resilience. A micro rather than macro community 
focus here.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

Increase support for decrease via education, subsidise with Central Govt new 
technology and new practices including turning waste into product and use for 
regeneration projects and solar energy use.Encourage new industry here that is 
not reliant on farming or extracting from the land or sea. Undertake environmental 
and improvement programmes via Central Govt funding.

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

Don't do it. Make the consents very tight and refer and take advice from scientists 
both Nationally and Internationally in formulating policy and then comprehensively 
educate the community mainly the Youth.

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

I believe change has to start at home and in local communities. Here in Taranaki 
we are facing so many threats to the environment and our community this is 
justified rather than looking at the overwhelming worldview we need to educate 
and involve our youth and empower others to take action positively by feeling they 
can do something by their grassroots efforts in community.
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YES!

YES!

YES!

YES!

YES!

NO!

NO!

Barbara McPhillips (New Plymouth District Council City Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

I believe that all persons with environmental experience and or expertise should 
be brought together one way or another to collate and present options on the 
many aspects that need consideration, alteration and consent.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

I intend to make sure that this is recognized as a real and pertinent concern and 
be treated accordingly as per Q 8
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Additional

Kevin Moore (New Plymouth District Council City Ward)

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

I believe the Regional Council should be brought to task as I understand that is 
part of their mandate.  Testing water, air and soil are relatively simple and cost 
effective actions which are quite neglected and local people who are not involved 
with any council would more likely give unbiased reports. Pest control, including 
weeds should be a local incentive wherever possible and the money that is 
usually spent on detrimental sprays and other means environmentally unfriendly 
would be a much more sustainable and useful option. (What has been 'done' to 
date, in my opinion, has been haphazard, biased and fruitless)

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

Very Carefully! Again, I advocate that pertinent and environmentally experienced 
people should be brought together to decide.

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

This is another example of 'control' being exercised. In this case to flex its 
muscles and stop any form or opposition and accountability while plundering at 
will and must be revoked.

My purpose is to ensure a transparent function in council with consultation - 
preferably by binding referenda - by the ratepayers because the council are 
supposed to be voted as a voice on behalf of the people of the District so that 
they may go about their business with confidence, security and safety and not be 
dictated to, bullied, brainwashed or gagged.

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

Yes (stop fracking)

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

It is not possible to answer this question because the question does not make 
sense. Emissions are measured in gigatonnes, and the atmospheric 
concentration of CO2 is measured in parts per million (currently 395ppm). There 
is considerable debate concerning a long-term safe level of CO2 in the 
atmosphere; all the evidence I have read indicates that 350ppm is not safe and 
that a lower level of around 320ppm should be the target (how that can be 
achieved is anybody's guess, since the concentration is rising at well over 2ppm 
per annum, about twice as fast as when Keeling began measuring in 1957).  If 
you are asking whether we should be rapidly cutting emissions and transitioning 
away from the use of fossil fuels, the answer is a most definite YES. As an expert 
on CO2 and atmospheric chemistry,  I have personally spent the past 15 years 
promoting decoupling from fossil fuels and have repeatedly petitioned NPDC to 
put a halt to the outlandish environmental policies (with almost zero success, I 
might add).

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

I will work to reduce the district's dependence on fossil fuels (currently increasing). 
YES, promoting better public transport can be a component of that approach.
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YES. The current state of many of the streams and rivers is appalling.4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

YES. There is far too much that is decided behind closed doors to meet secret 
agendas.

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

NO, I do not support seabed mining. Industrial activity is in the process of 'killing' 
the oceans, and 'dead' oceans equate to a 'dead' planet. Unfortunately, central 
and local government policies are primarily geared to what is good for the short-
term interests of corporations at the long-term expense of the of people.

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

NO. Current regulatory and monitoring regimes are totally inadequate they are 
geared to facilitating business-as-usual, whatever the risk or long term cost.

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

I have detailed most of my ideas for sustainable living in the many books I have 
written on the topic in recent years, and a full analysis of what needs to be done 
would take several chapters of writing, which is clearly not appropriate here. In 
essence, nothing that is currently engaged in by NPDC, by various businesses, 
and by most resident of the district is sustainable: practically all of it is dependent 
on converting fossil fuels (which are finite and depleting rapidly) into wastes which 
are accumulating and destroying the environment, both locally and globally. 
Unfortunately, the vast majority of people are uninformed or misinformed about 
energy and the environment. And, sadly, over the past decade NPDC has busied 
itself misinforming the general populace via its propaganda department, instead 
of providing proper information. Indeed, NPDC has acquired a considerable 
reputation for blocking discussion and preventing informed debate about the 
crucial issues of the times, and for promoting non-solutions to our predicament. 
That has to change! Currently, NPDC is pushing the district towards ever-greater 
unsustainability via population increase, covering productive land in concrete and 
asphalt, encouraging dependence on private vehicles, and promoting the 
squandering of resources etc. It all has to stop. And there has to be a proper, 
informed debate. Until a person such as myself is elected to council, there will be 
no informed debate of environmental issues, I'm afraid. However, since global 
extraction of conventional oil has peaked and is in decline, the entire globalised 
economic system is progressing towards collapse, and will eventually completely 
collapse, whether the residents of the district are prepared or not.
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9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

For the past 15 years I have been highlighting the extreme threat that climate 
change poses long term via books, essays, articles, speeches, television and 
radio interviews, electoral campaigns etc. Most of what I (and others) have said 
has fallen in deaf ears, and the environmental crisis has got a lot worse. If 
elected, I will continue to tell the truth. As for doing anything about climate 
change, there is very little any individual can do: I already walk and cycle a lot, 
and use as little fossil fuel as possible. But against global forces and a society 
deeply immersed in denial such actions are ineffectual. However, if the 
community were to be provided with proper information and appropriate 
strategies, and appropriate leadership, some progress might be made. I believe 
that establishing a high-profile environment centre could be a key component of 
culture change.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

The dairy industry cannot be made sustainable. Over a period of a century or so it 
has transitioned away from sustainable systems towards unsustainable systems: 
it has become totally dependent on imported fertilisers; it has become totally 
dependent on fossil fuel-based transport systems; has become totally dependent 
on the burning of methane to facilitate processing. None of that is in any way 
sustainable, and depending on how the international scene plays out, we should 
not be surprised to see the dairy industry 'crash and burn' within 15 years (much 
depends on how quickly we fall off Hubbert's net energy cliff: at this stage all the 
evidence indicates the crunch time will come over 2014-2015). A reversion to the 
style of industry that existed 120 years ago (small scale, horse-drawn etc.) is not 
possible, and would be resisted in the short term by governments, corporations 
and international money lenders. The dairy industry could be transitioned to less 
damaging form than currently exists. However, such a transition would be resisted 
by the aforementioned agencies. Much more likely is that the current culture of 
loot-and-pollute will continue until the global financial system collapses or the 
decline in global energy availability brings current arrangements to a standstill. 
You must understand that the above is not my preferred scenario, and if a 
process of weaning off the use of fossil fuels and weaning off imported fertilisers 
could be achieved, that would achieve a 'soft landing' as opposed to a 'hard 
landing'. As with everything else, the sooner there is proper public debate of this 
issue, based on facts rather than the fantasies of politicians, economists and 
bankers, the better off we will all be. Sadly, as pointed out previously, there is 
currently no public debate of anything of significance.

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

Drilling wastes need to be processed through sedimentation ponds, probably with 
pH adjustment to precipitate heavy metal contamination, and than through 
aeration. Sediments need to be disposed of safely, well away fro water table , and 
liquids need to be thoroughly tested before being allowed into the general 
environment. (In practice there probably is no safe, cost effective way to do all 
this, which is why shortcuts are taken to minimise costs).
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Additional

Craig Percy (New Plymouth District Council Mayor and City Ward)

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

We have witnessed the rise of covert fascism over recent decades, with 
corporations having an ever-greater control over governments and people 
(according to the Mussolini definition, fascism is the morphing of corporate, 
government and security interests). In recent years we have witnessed the early 
stages of a morphing of covert fascism into overt fascism. The spying on private 
citizens and ever greater restriction of movement and rights are very disturbing 
trends. We have witnessed similar trends at the local government level, with the 
'right' to speak to council being denied [by the mayor, Harry Duynhoven] and 
phony minutes of meeting being generated, phony community plans being 
generated, and public submissions totally ignored. Bullying has become the norm. 
It is more than cause for 'concern'; it is outrageous. We desperately need 
transparency, openness, true democracy, accountability, and policies based on 
reality.

Although there has been focus on climate change, acidification of the oceans (the 
drop in pH due to CO2 absorption) is just as great a threat (perhaps an even 
greater threat). Like Global Dimming, Ocean Acidification is hardly ever 
mentioned. The present system is corrupt, inefficient and destructive. It serves a 
tiny sector of society very nicely, and impoverishes the rest, a form of tragedy of 
the commons. It will be the young people of the district (and the world) who will 
pay dearly for all the extravagance and waste that has gone on in recent years. 
And if there is no end to the madness, the Earth will be rendered largely 
uninhabitable by business-as-usual.

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?
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Yes

Yes

No

Additional

Chris Wilkes (New Plymouth District Council City Ward and Mayor)

Yes

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?
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Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

I believe we need to diversify our land use to include Industrial Hemp. This 
industry has massive economic potential, greatly offsets CO2 emmissions and is 
fully re-newable and sustainable. With returns greater than that of dairy we could 
see this industry becoming our third big export earner, reducing the pressure on 
the need for O&G and Dairy to push their production levels. The profits stay in the 
region aswell. Current drilling waste disposal methods are in despirate need of 
regulation.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

Well climate change is a global issue and countries like China and the US are 
massive contributors to the raising CO2 levels. Aside from promoting the 
Industrial Hemp industry, there is very little one person can do about climate 
change.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

Diversifying land use is a major way dairy farmers can become more sustainable. 
Fontera has massive influencing power to make farmers clean up and plant their 
streams. The dairy industry is the primary rural employer in Taranaki, not sure 
how to influence staffing numbers, as that is the decision of the farm owner.
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Additional

No. We must stop using fossil fuels first

Yes

Yes, Not if it destroys our small towns as it is now

Yes. Especially that caused by Cities

No

Yes

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

I have no idea. It is a major problem, the only longterm solution I can see is to 
actually stop drilling holes. I think if the O&G industry had a way cleanly dispose 
of their waste they would be all over it. However the solution is not obvious.

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

Yes very concerned. My Grandfather fought in a world war to protect my rights 
and now some self serving idiot politicians are removing those right with a pen. 
Not happy. I was actually involved in the last legal protest at sea with some 
friends. A seismic vessel was letting off charges within the West Coast Marine 
Mammal Sanctury off the North Taranaki coast, so we went and protested at sea. 
Too fun to be illegal!!

I am a Kiwis Against Seabed Mining (KASM) committee member and proud to be 
the Taranaki spokesperson for KASM. The coastal and marine environment is 
very dear to me and I have been an environmental activist all my adult life.

Clem Coxhead (South Taranaki District Council Egmont Plains Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?
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Not sure

Education is the key to a better place to live and leave for future generations.

No for now but need to look at

Additional

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

Strange question because on the one hand nature is at work, but we all need to 
change some things we do to make the world a better place. The end result will 
be the end of Humans if we don't. This may well be the answer to saving Earth.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

I note you have not refered to the terrible pollution created by towns and cities for 
the sake of employement. Removal of artificial fertilizers will help. Employment 
will probably come from support industries in small towns because the pressure 
put on farmers is forcing them to use other means of farming.

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

I think we should continue as we are but seaking new ways. Places like NZ either 
follow the rest of the world or we innovate better things.

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

Gareth Kahui (South Taranaki District Council Hawera Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

Kao

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

Ae



Climate Justice Taranaki Questionnaire

Page 26

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

Ae

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

Ae

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

Ae

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

Kao

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

Kao

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

Taranaki as a whole needs to unite, to have an original identity unique to a 
sustainable Taranaki environment. Taranaki has systemic problem with the 
relationships within Taranaki. e.g South is the poor cousin, the north is the 
successor and the dominant spouse. We need to celebrate as a collective, and 
remember for us all to take ownership in our own actions and whole heartedly 
desire to work alongside with one another.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

A pro active, practical, affordable and accessible response is needed if we are 
wanting to empower and inspire an attitude that creates environment awareness 
and socially responsible in our every day lives. Educating and sharing our 
resources, knowing our beaches, our rivers,our lakes, our landscape, our 
mountain, our history is evidently the connection in supporting caring for our 
environment.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

Biodynamic and organic farming, creates a specific way of thinking and provides 
an in depth look at how they see dairy farming. It has its own appeal which 
generates a new entity of people within the farming industry which is healthy 
overall for the province as it engages education, expeirence and provides 
options,otherwise not there.. I am definately interested in farming our sea life, 
paua, kina ,mussells(if possible) ensuring our oppurtunity to get a feed.

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

Accordingly, I would encourage safe practise where consultation with everyone 
affected are able to express their views, ideas and observations promoting a 
confident, honourable model/relationship with one another, to find an effective 
solution that all can smile too.
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Additional

Yes   

Yes   

Probably not but need more information

No what we have currently effectively amounts to self regulation

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

Hidden agendas will become more transparent as there will be no accountability, 
responsibility for the unconcerned to have to justify, reason there intention, or 
minimise the effects they may have on the environment.

He mihi nui ki tenei ropu o Climate Justice Taranaki, e wharikitia nga tini kaupapa, 
e rapu ana te ara tika mo tatou katoa. I would like to thank Climate Justice 
Taranaki for this oppurtunity to promote dialogue that enhances the beauty of our, 
Taranaki.

Graham O'Brien (South Taranaki District Council Hawera Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

Yes but we need a mechanism for a truly independent inquiry and I suspect this 
will be difficult to achieve. The recent federal study in the USA seemed industry 
dominated.

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

Yes but I'm taking your word for it on the 350 parts per million being an 
appropriate level.

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

Yes  I am already active in this area through the AA and until recently the TRC 
Transport Committee

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?
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Totally unacceptable and undemocratic! 

Additional

Need more information

YES

YES

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

My priorities in these areas are to retain the environmental protection provisions in 
the Resource Management Act and to ensure the oil industry is well regulated and 
monitored.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

My priorities in these areas are to retain the environmental protection provisions in 
the Resource Management Act and to ensure the oil industry is well regulated and 
monitored.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

Maximum stocking rates may prove to be necessary if current trends within the 
dairy industry persist

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

A big problem which is only going to get bigger! Lined pits are probably still the 
best option. No waste from other areas should allowed into the province!

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

Brian Roach (South Taranaki District Council Egmont Plains Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?
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YES

YES

NO

Need more information

I am concerned about our right to freedom of speech that has been taken away.

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

We should be sensible we cannot go back to the horse and cart preserve what 
we've got don’t let what we've got deteriorate there should be more environment 
compliance monitoring of industries.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

As a Fonterra dairy farmer we are always striving to be more efficient with our use 
of machinery. By purchasing the latest technology, limiting our fuel usage we also 
run smaller farm motorbikes and smaller family car. We are also very efficient with 
our electricity usage and don't waste it.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

As a dairy farmer there are already systems in place for cleaner streams, the 
fencing and riparian planting of waterways the monitoring and spreading of 
effluent on the land, our stream has improved immensely since the 60s and 70s. 
In our dairy shed we are always trying to be more smarter with our electricity 
usage we already capture a lot of waste heat and recycle it. This saves us in the 
use of electricity.  

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

I don’t really know it came from kilometres under the ground should it go back 
down where it came from?

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?
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Additional

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

YES and debate by consenting authorities to be open and not in committee

No

No

Please vote for Bryan Roach South Taranaki District Council Egmont Plains Ward 
100% local I've lived here my entire life 100% committed 48 year old Opunake 
dairy farmer also a company director, trustee and president of Opunake 
Basketball Association. Standing for efficiency, sustainability and value from your 
rate dollars.

Michael Self (South Taranaki District Council Egmont Plains Ward)

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?
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Additional

Graham Kelly (Stratford District Council Rural Ward)

Yes

Yes

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

Localised food production it seems strange that a high proportion of our food is 
transported in, better use of rail for moving bulk materials around; timber, oil, milk 
etc. A more organic approach to land use this could start in our public places such 
as parks. An increase in the cultural, and artistic opportunities for our young and 
impoverished thus creating a vibrancy from where pattern of sustainability can 
grow. Encouragement for our small communities. Better use of solar energy and 
water conservation and collection.

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

Promote the concept of roof area of buildings offer potential for energy and water 
collection. Look at ways the big use structures can make better use of inputs.

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

A more organic approach to farming, pasture management with a bigger range of 
species growing in the pasture, protection and enhancement of soil micro life, 
return to the legume based provision of nitrogen in pasture, better use of trees 
and shelter within farming systems, an overhaul of the maize growing husbandry: 
use of systemic insecticides, pre emergence weed killers etc. Limits on artificial 
fertiliser use and weed killers. Alternatives to palm kernel use.

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?

On site cleanup of drilling waste separating components of waste, composting etc 
of waste on the drill site so it is clean to travel. A big no to landfarming in its 
present form then used in something of a plant based alternative fuel programme.

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?

It is a concern in a number of ways especially as the concept seems to be a 
arrangement of convenience between the Government and the mining sector

Whoever is elected onto the local authorities will have to be a creative thinker in 
terms of how the physical, cultural, artistic needs of the people are met if any 
degree of vibrancy is to be maintained. A combination of Government intervention 
and narrow thinking councils are eliminating people, land and community out of 
focus.

1. Do you support a 
moratorium on fracking?

2. Do you agree that NZ 
must commit to 
reducing carbon 
emission to the 
atmosphere to below 
350 parts per million, by 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels now?
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Yes

Yes

Yes   

No

No

3. Will you work 
towards expanding our 
region's public transport 
network?

4. Are you going to 
support initiatives to 
make Taranaki streams 
cleaner and safer by 
national Ministry for the 
Environment 
standards?

5. Do you agree that oil 
and gas drilling and 
discharge consents 
should be publicly 
notified?

6. Do you support 
seabed mining off our 
coast?

7. Do you believe the 
current regulatory and 
monitoring regime on 
the oil and gas industry 
is adequate?

8. What are your ideas 
for an environmentally 
sustainable Taranaki?

9. What are you going 
to do about climate 
change?

10. How can the dairy 
industry be made more 
sustainable, leading to 
cleaner streams, less 
emissions, soil 
conservation and more 
employment for rural 
communities?

11. How do you think 
drilling wastes from the 
oil and gas industry 
should be disposed off?
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Additional

12. Are you concerned 
about the law changes 
in the EEZ and 
Continental Shelf Act 
concerning offshore 
drilling that makes 
protesting illegal and 
excludes public input?
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