
Just transition to a sustainable future
We are in the midst of a climate emergency. The world has not been this warm for 
115,000 years. We’re experiencing extreme weather events, with ever more frequent 
droughts, floods, mega storms and rising seas. These will continue to wreak havoc on 
our agriculture, infrastructure, health, food security and native species.

The burning of fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas by power stations, transportation 
and industries like agriculture are the key drivers of climate change. We know we 
cannot burn the known fossil fuel reserves, let alone look for more.

Every time someone turns on the gas for hot water or to cook and heat with in New 
Zealand, they could be using fracked gas from Taranaki. There is a shared respon-
sibility for the perpetuation of fossil fuel mining and the adverse impacts it has on 
our local communities in Taranaki.

We need to demand governments and corporations to stop prospecting, exploring, 
fracking or mining for more coal, oil and gas, and to begin in earnest a just transition 
to renewable energy. We need to build connected and resilient communities and 
support groups and each other to shape a truly sustainable and fair future for all.

Are we hypocrites?
Some people say: “You burn petrol, you cook with 
gas, how can you protest against fossil fuel mining? 
You are a hypocrite!”   Here’s our answer: “Nobody 
lives in total isolation away from the current neo-lib-
eral society. But it does not mean that we agree with 
everything within it, above all, society’s reliance on 
petroleum. As individuals and by coming together, we 
can make positive change.” Many are already taking 
bold steps, be it switching from gas to renewables, 
getting an electric car or going car-free altogether, 
growing food, or taking part in community actions.  

Taranaki 
Energy Watch 

is fighting the local council 
for stronger oil & gas rules, 
to protect people & the en-
vironment. Please donate to 

help pay for experts:
TSB-15-3951-0399161-00

Details at
www.taranakienergywatch.org.nz
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Much of Taranaki’s land and sea is being explored or mined for oil and gas. 

Well-sites can have up to 16 well-heads. Wells can be drilled from each well-head many 
times, in any direction. Many wells have been fracked multiple times. Drilling and fracking 
chemicals are toxic.

Well-sites and production stations have the potential for a blowout, gas release, or 
explosion affecting areas up to 1km. A number of oil and gas sites are less than 1 km from 
homes, schools and public areas.

Toxic flares, heavy vehicles carrying hazardous chemicals, excessive noise and light, undeto-
nated explosives from seismic surveys, and stress from property devaluation all threaten 
the wellbeing of local communities.

The human health impacts of the industry are well documented overseas. The Taranaki 
District Health Board warned of caution, given the lack of local studies.

Contaminant discharge from oil and gas sites and the spreading of petroleum wastes on 
farms pollute our air and water, degrade our soil and tarnish New Zealand’s reputation.

Fracking and deep-well injection can cause earthquakes and contaminate aquifers.

There is no public liability insurance required for onshore wells. Landowners are liable once 
the oil and gas companies walk away.

The industry is notorious in overstating the economic benefits and number of jobs offered 
while ignoring serious social deprivation in mining areas locally. 

Most of the gas produced is consumed by industries, notably to produce methanol for export 
or made into urea for industrial dairying. Less than 10% supplies homes, schools and hospitals. 

Facts about Taranaki Gasland

More info at:   www.climatejusticetaranaki.info   and   www.taranakienergywatch.org.nz     

Source: www.nzpam.govt.nz/cms
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