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Taranaki Oil and Gas (North Taranaki) Tour 

Many have been expressing their concerns about the environmental, social, cultural and economic issues 

relating to the oil and gas industry in Taranaki. 

The issues relate to all oil and gas activities including fracking. 

Fracking did not require consent until mid-2011 although it had been occurring for many years. 

Fracking is described as the enabler for the expansion of the oil and gas industry. 

The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment published her final report, ‘Drilling for Oil and Gas: 

Environmental Oversight and Regulation’ in June 2014. 

The report does not give the big green tick for this industry and the Commissioner clearly articulates this. 

In Taranaki ‘on the ground’ it confirms the concerns were valid around many issues. 

The PCE highlighted concern with regulation and monitoring of oil and gas activities in Taranaki. The report 

notes “while regular visual monitoring by council inspectors, and ad hoc sampling in response to incidents or 

complaints are to be encouraged, they cannot be relied on to detect pollution from a spill or a leak. The overall 

lack of systematic monitoring programmes that require baseline sampling and ongoing testing for the lifetime 

of the well (and beyond) – particularly for indicators of ecological health – is disappointing” (2014, pg.56). 

The PCE expresses concern around the disposal of waste. While land farming of solid waste in designated areas 

may be acceptable, grazing cattle on these areas are not. Mix-bury-cover disposal at the well sites are not 

encouraged by Taranaki Regional Council however they are still consenting for this.  

According to the PCE using deep-well injection for disposal of liquid waste such as produced water makes 

sense. “Large volumes of ‘produced water’ flow out of wells along with oil and gas. This water comes from 

deep within the earth contains hydrocarbons, salts and heavy metals” (PCE, 2014, pg.57). “The most 

undesirable way of disposing of waste is to discharge it into a stream” (PCE, 2014, pg.93). Taranaki Regional 

Council is continuing to grant consents to discharge produced water into the streams and rivers. 

There is very limited involvement for people in Taranaki to have a say or be informed of decisions relating to 

oil and gas activities beside our homes, schools and communities. The PCE recommended a national policy 

statement and public involvement in decision-making and pro-active provision of information. 

http://www.pce.parliament.nz/assets/Uploads/PCE-OilGas-web.pdf 

  

http://www.pce.parliament.nz/assets/Uploads/PCE-OilGas-web.pdf
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1. In New Plymouth on Oceanview Parade near Ngamotu Beach (50m) there is a limited notified (New 

Plymouth District Council)/non-notified (Taranaki Regional Council) consent for Greymouth 

Petroleum Limited Moturoa well site (see below left). “The well site is located on a flat area of the 

eastern reclamation at Port Taranaki. The land surrounding the land is predominantly industrial; 

however, there is residential activity within 240 metres and open space zoning within 50 metres” 

(http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/248725.pdf  pg. 1).  

 Transfield Worsley Hazardous Risk Assessment (2005, pg.16) for the well site states “the maximum jet 

 fire consequence distance to be expected would be 132.4m. Therefore the public access Ngamotu 

 Beach area, located 130m south east of the wellhead, would only be affected in terms of fatality risk 

 under the worst case scenario...and even then only at the margin”. 

 Hazardous Substance and Resource Management Consulting peer-reviewed the Risk Assessment and 

 noted “there is the possibility of workers and industrial property as well as people within the Open 

 Space Environment in the vicinity being adversely affected, however, the likely of such an event (and 

 therefore the risk) is very small” (2005, pg.2). The public were not informed. 

              

2. Driving from New Plymouth towards Waitara, Airport Drive is on your left. Both Todd Energy and 

Greymouth Petroleum have drilled wells (Terrace A and Waimanu-1) at the airport next to the 

runway (see above, right). The most recent reported operations were in 2009-2010. There are also 

land farming and mix-bury-cover sites for disposing of oil and gas waste at the airport. These consents 

are still current. The public were not informed. 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/748082w.pdf  

 

3. The BTW Brown Road and Wellington land farms are situated on the coast adjacent to the Waitara 

township. The PCE recommends “The Minister of Food Safety and the Minister for the Environment 

convene a working group, including regional council staff, and agricultural representatives, to : resolve 

the situation of livestock  on landfarmed sites in Taranaki” (PCE, 2014, pg.82). 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports  

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/248725.pdf
http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/748082w.pdf
http://www.trc.govt.nz/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports
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4. Turn right into Ngatimaru Road; the Waitara Valley Methanol Plant in the valley on the right began 

operating again in 2013. A number of issues have been reported by locals particularly regarding noise. 

The Company is allowed to take and use water; discharge plant effluent into the Tasman Sea; 

discharge uncontaminated storm-water into the Waitara River; and discharge emissions into the air. 

 

5. Continuing on Ngatimaru Road; travel past Tikorangi School on RHS; on left is Greymouth Petroleum 

Kowhai- B well site; 3 pumping stations; and Greymouth Petroleum Kowhai-A well site beside 

Tikorangi Pa. 

 

6. Return down Ngatimaru Road; turn right into Inland North Road at Tikorangi School; turn right onto 

Otaraoa Road.  Greymouth Petroleum Kowhai-C well site is on RHS (approximately 1 km from 

Kowhai-B well site which is nearer the school). The community opposed this well site. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/9141168/Community-anger-as-Tikorangi-well-gets-go-ahead  

 

    

 

7. …the ‘closed until further notice’ Jury Gardens 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/9397602/Time-for-a-breather-say-stressed-garden-owners 

 

8.  Continuing on Otaraoa Road Upper passing Todd Energy’s Mangahewa-C well site on LHS 

Todd hold a total of 7 consents, for the activities at the Mangahewa-C well site, which includes 

discharging produced water into the Waiau Stream and discharging drilling waste from hydrocarbon 

exploration onto and into land via mix-bury-cover. The Executive Summary for the Taranaki Regional 

Council environmental monitoring report published in 2013 for the Mangahewa- C well site states 

“owing to the distance of the wellsite to the nearest stream (190m), the stream was visually inspected 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/9141168/Community-anger-as-Tikorangi-well-gets-go-ahead
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/9397602/Time-for-a-breather-say-stressed-garden-owners
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by an Inspecting Officer, rather than chemical analysis or bio-monitoring survey; no evidence of 

effects on the stream environment was observed by the Inspecting Officer”. A more recent report 

published in October 2014 shows a shift to more comprehensive monitoring. 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/1214020.pdf 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/1353272w2.pdf  

9. … life-style blocks; passing Mangahewa- A well site; the new Mangahewa-G well site and arriving at 

McKee Production Station. 

10. Travel back down Otaraoa Road, turning right into Tikorangi East Road, where the latest Todd Energy 

Mangahewa-E well site is operating. 

 

 

11. Follow Tikorangi East Road until the intersection with Inland North Road; turn right into Inland North 

Road; then right into Waiau Road; Turangi D wellsite recently approved; left into Ohanga Road past 

Ohanga A well site and Urenui well site. 

12. Turn left on to SH3; Methanex at Motunui and Shell Exploration NZ Limited Pohokura Production 

Station on RHS; turn left into Turangi Road. 

13. Travelling up Turangi Road from SH3 there is Greymouth Petroleum Turangi A, B (on the corner) and 

C well sites. All of these are either situated on or besides operating dairy farms. 

14. Turning right at the junction into Inland Road North there is the Greymouth Petroleum Turangi 

switching station. Return to SH3 via Ngatimaru Road. 

 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/1214020.pdf
http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/1353272w2.pdf

