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Slide 1  

I want to provide some context before we view the oil and gas industry and some of the 

beautiful and not so beautiful spots of Tikorangi (and Taranaki). This is my perspective and I 

want to acknowledge all of those here who have been protecting and safe-guarding Taranaki 

as much as they can. I am a newcomer compared to many of these people who have been 

working at this for years. 

Many have been expressing their concerns about the environmental, social, cultural and 

economic issues relating to the oil and gas industry in Taranaki. These matters relate to all oil 

and gas activities including fracking. Fracking did not require consent until mid-2011 

although it had been occurring for many years. Fracking is described as enabling the 

expansion of the oil and gas industry. 

I live in Stratford and teach at a school in South Taranaki. I am a member of the Green Party 

and stood as the candidate in New Plymouth in the General Elections. I am speaking today in 

my capacity as an ‘affected party’ under the RMA to Cheal A and B well sites at Ngaere in 

Central Taranaki. This is the view from our house and farm prior to the consenting for Cheal 

B well site. 

 

Slide 2 

This is Cheal B well site. This is the beauty and the beast. My journey to being here started 

when our family was asked to give written approval for an increase of up to 30 wells next our 

home and small family farm and beside the local primary school.A fracked well site next to 

our house had non-notified consent to discharge contaminants into the stream where we drew 

water from and into the air.  

I asked for the water sampling at Cheal B. At the time there was no scientific testing for this 

well site even though it had been operating for many years.This was happening at many well 

sites right across Taranaki. We don’t live there anymore. The house is empty.  
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Slide 3 

The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment published her final report in June 

2014. Our concerns around regulation and monitoring were upheld by the Parliamentary 

Commissioner for the Environment’s independent investigation. There is very limited 

involvement for people in Taranaki to have a say or be informed of decisions relating to oil 

and gas activities beside our homes, schools and communities. The PCE recommended a 

national policy statement, public involvement in decision-making,  and pro-active provision 

of information. 

http://www.pce.parliament.nz/assets/Uploads/PCE-OilGas-web.pdf 

 

Slide 4 

The PCE highlighted concern with regulation and monitoring of oil and gas activities in 

Taranaki. The report notes “while regular visual monitoring by council inspectors, and ad hoc 

sampling in response to incidents or complaints are to be encouraged, they cannot be relied 

on to detect pollution from a spill or a leak. The overall lack of systematic monitoring 

programmes that require baseline sampling and ongoing testing for the lifetime of the well 

(and beyond) – particularly for indicators of ecological health – is disappointing” (June 2014, 

pg.56). 

However Taranaki Regional Council stated in an environmental monitoring report published 

at the same time the following: 

“The Council has routinely monitored wellsite activities for more than 20 years in the region. 

This work has included in the order of hundreds of water samples and biomonitoring surveys 

in the vicinity of wellsites, and has demonstrated robustly that a monitoring regime based on 

frequent and comprehensive inspections is rigorous and thorough, in terms of identifying any 

adverse effects from wellsite and associated activities. Accordingly the Council had for a 

time not routinely required the imposition of additional targeted physicochemical and 

biological monitoring unless a site-specific precautionary approach indicated this would be 

warranted for certainty and clarity around site effects. However, the Council has also noted a 

desire by some community members for a heightened level of information feedback and 

certainty around the results and outcomes of monitoring at wellsites to occur or has occurred. 

http://www.pce.parliament.nz/assets/Uploads/PCE-OilGas-web.pdf
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Notwithstanding the long track record of a demonstrable suitability of an inspection-based 

monitoring programme, the Council has therefore moved to extend the previous regime, to 

make the sampling and extensive analysis of treated stormwater discharge and biomonitoring 

of surface water ecosystems, an integral part of the basic monitoring programme for such 

activities. As noted in Section 2.4, this adjustment to the monitoring regime was implemented 

at Cheal-G, and be continued in the event of further site activity.”  

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/1340365w2.pdf  June 2014, pg.25 

 

Slide 5 

This is what it looks like in many reports. 

 

Slide 6 

The oil and gas map now. 

 

Slide 7 

This is Todd Energy’s Mangahewa D well site in North Taranaki. They received a poor rating 

from Taranaki Regional Council. Poor is the lowest. 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/1215140w2w.pdf  

In North Taranaki Tikorangi is inundated by the ‘pepper-potting’ of well sites already. 

Greymouth Petroleum Limited and Todd Energy have drilled numerous wells, many in the 

last couple of years. There is Mangahewa A, B, C, D and E well sites all with multiple wells 

and Kowhai A, B and C and Turangi A, B and C. These well sites are throughout the 

Tikorangi community, right next to people’s houses and near the local school. All have 

discharges of industrial contaminants to land, air, and water right in the heart of this 

community.  

 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/1340365w2.pdf
http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/1340365w2.pdf
http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/1215140w2w.pdf
http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-reports/1215140w2w.pdf
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Slide 8, 9, 10, 11  

Near Inglewood it is the same with Greymouth Petroleum’s Kaimiro’s and Ngatoro’s and 

TAG Oil’s Sidewinder multiple well sites; beside houses and in the midst of life-style blocks 

and farms.  

 

Slide 12 

There is a recent application for a well site near a primary school of 140 children. Similarly 

sized Ngaere School near Stratford and Tikorangi School in North Taranaki are beside well 

sites and production stations. 

The Medical Officer of Health was contacted by the Norfolk School Board of Trustees. He 

has limited experience of the oil and gas industry. He worked directly with information 

provided by the regional and district councils to consider the health risks to these children. It 

was determined if the discharges from the oil and gas activities kept within the boundary of 

their well site there would be minimum risk to the children.  

There has been no health impact studies conducted in New Zealand. This contrasts starkly 

with the NY ban on fracking. 

 

Slide 13 and 14 

There are 36 owners and occupiers identified on the TAG Oil emergency management plan 

(gas release/spill contingency plan covering 500m) at Sidewinder A well site; 26 at Cheal A 

and B. These owners and occupiers will not be aware of this as this plan was required after 

the consent was granted by the district council. This plan identifies a number of affected 

parties who were not identified at the outset of the application process. 

The High Hazard Unit requires a copy of the emergency management plan before the consent 

holder can operate. They do not audit the quality of the emergency management plan prior to 

operation. 
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Slide 15 

This is in Central Taranaki. The TAG Oil Cheal C (Cardiff) well site has been investigated by 

WorkSafe (High Hazard Unit). It is near the Stratford town boundary. It is consented for up 

to 10 wells and a production station. 

TAG Oil (Cheal Petroleum ) Cheal A well site (consented for up to 16 wells), gas 

processing plant, and production station is just down the road; as is Cheal B well site (up to 

14 wells); Cheal D well site (up to 10 wells) Cheal E well site (up to 10 wells) and 

production facilities; and Cheal G well site (up to 10 wells) are all located within the Ngaere 

area. Cheal A, B and C wells have been fracked. 

 

Slide 16 and 17 

Screen 

 

Slide 18 

This is New Zealand Energy Corporation’s (Canadian-owned company) Copper- Moki well 

site near TAG Oil’s well sites. They were prosecuted for an oil spill into the Ngaere Stream. 

This well site is on a dairy farm. 

 

Slide 19 

In South Taranaki groundwater and soil contamination occurred at all 9 well sites at Kapuni 

gas field. The information was published in Taranaki Regional Council environmental 

monitoring reports. They were not prosecuted. All are now being remediated. 

South Taranaki District Council is responsible for the drinking water supply. Much of South 

Taranaki’s drinking water comes from Kapuni Stream and bores right beside the Kapuni 

Production Station. Resource consent has been granted by Taranaki Regional Council and 

South Taranaki District Council for fracking to occur at a number of well sites near the water 

supply. Prior to the notification of the contamination there was no testing for BTEX 
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chemicals in the drinking water supply. There is now ongoing monitoring of the water supply 

for these chemicals. 

 

Slide 20 

The PCE expresses concern around the disposal of waste. While land farming of solid waste 

in designated areas may be acceptable, grazing cattle on these areas are not. Mix-bury-cover 

disposal at the well sites is not best practice however TRC are still consenting for this.  

There has been a working party established to resolve the issue of land farming and livestock. 

Currently the regional and district councils are considering the sites being listed on the 

national database for contaminated sites and being regulated by the National Environmental 

Standards. This will mean that if land is used for bioremediation of drilling waste it can’t 

change the use without working with the council and the NES. 

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/land/nes-assessing-and-managing-contaminants-soil-protect-human-health/about-nes   

Slide 21 

The ‘economic truth’. They (the government and the industries) talk about the money! 

According to publications in 2014 from the Ministry of Business, Innovation and 

Employment on Taranaki: the average income is below the national average; the average 

employment growth over the last 10 years is below the national average (even with dairy and 

oil and gas); and the projected population growth for the next 20 years in Taranaki is 0 

compared to a national average of 0.8 

Recent census data released from the University of Otago shows high social deprivation 

levels right across the province, particularly clustered in the towns. There are significant in 

Stratford, Eltham, Hawera, Opunake, Manaia, Patea and Waverley. These towns are 

predominantly all 8, 9, and 10 (1 being very good, 10 the worst). 

These are the government statistics that are not talked about. This is what it looks like ‘on the 

ground’ for many people in Taranaki every day. 

http://www.mbie.govt.nz/what-we-do/business-growth-agenda/regions 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11254032  

 

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/land/nes-assessing-and-managing-contaminants-soil-protect-human-health/about-nes
http://www.mbie.govt.nz/what-we-do/business-growth-agenda/regions
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11254032
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Slide 22 

Where are they going next? I wanted to share you what it looked like across Taranaki. I 

haven’t spoken of Rimu, Waihapa, the Ahuroa underground gas storage facilities near 

Midhurst, Toko, Ratapiko, Kea and the Puka wells, or the onshore-off shore facilities such as 

Maui, Kupe and Pohokura. The latter is considered such a risk it is manned remotely from 

New Plymouth.  

Most of Taranaki is now covered by a permit and the latest permit round has extended further 

across New Zealand. A total of almost 9,252 square kilometres and they can basically drill 

anywhere within the permit. With all this in mind let us consider Tikorangi. 

http://www.odt.co.nz/lifestyle/magazine/295158/taranaki-knows-drill 

http://www.nzpam.govt.nz/cms/investors/permits/block-offers/2014/release-areas  

http://www.odt.co.nz/lifestyle/magazine/295158/taranaki-knows-drill
http://www.nzpam.govt.nz/cms/investors/permits/block-offers/2014/release-areas

