
Taranaki Regional Council (TRC) monitoring reports of the oil 

and gas companies 

Many of these public reports show good to high levels of environmental 

performance and compliance with consents in their executive summaries. 

However in the body of the reports there is either no scientific testing conducted 

by the regional council, significant breaching of consents, ‘incidents’ recorded, 

and no consequences. 

A number of these sites reviewed are identified as having been fracked, or are 

production stations from fracked wells, or landfarms where drilling fluids from 

fracked wells are being disposed of. 

 

1. Todd Taranaki Limited Mangahewa-3 Wellsite Monitoring Programme Annual 

Report 2006-2007 (TRC, July 2007) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/317804.pdf    

Location: Tikorangi Road East, Waitara 

 The Executive Summary states the Company demonstrated a high level of 

 environmental performance and compliance with the resource consents. Mangahewa-

 3 was fracked mid-2007 although not reported in TRC fracking reports (2011, 

 2012)  

 (http://www.nzpam.govt.nz/cms/news/2007/todd-makes-substantial-gas-discovery-at-mangahewa). 

 However no water samples were collected for physiochemical analysis, no bio-

 monitoring surveys of receiving waters were undertaken and no ambient air quality 

 analyses were carried out as visual monitoring showed compliance with consent 

 conditions.  

 Todd Energy Ltd supplied hydraulic fracturing data for North Taranaki well  

 sites Mangahewa-6 (January-March 2010) and Waitui-1 (April 2011) in the TRC 
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 fracking reports (2011, 2012). There are no published TRC monitoring reports 

 describing the  TRC monitoring programme to assess the Company’s environmental 

 performance in relation to these two sites. 

 

2. Todd Taranaki Ltd McKee Production Station Monitoring Programme Annual 

Report 2009-2010 (TRC, March, 2011) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/850353.pdf  

Location: Otaraoa Road near Tikorangi, bridging the Waitara and Onaero 

Catchments. 

 

The Executive Summary states the Company demonstrated a high level of 

environmental performance and compliance with the resource consents and there were 

no unauthorised incidents in relation to the site. However there were four breaches of 

resource consent for discharging hydrocarbon and suspended solids into the Waitara 

River; no explanation provided by the Company; no monitoring of the biological 

community of the Waitara River; no ecological monitoring of the receiving water or 

toxicological monitoring of discharge. 

 

 

3. Shell Todd Oil Services Ltd Maui and Kapuni Production Station Monitoring 

Programme Annual Report 2009-2010 (TRC, June 2011) and 2008-2009 (TRC, 

October 2009) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/854309.pdf 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/625888.pdf 

Location: In the surrounding farmland near Kapuni Production Station located 

on Palmer Road in the Kapuni catchment. 

 Shell Todd Oil Services Limited supplied hydraulic fracturing data for Kapuni well 

 sites KA05, KA04 and KA18 in the TRC fracking report (November 2011). They 

 added KA6, KA8 and KA 15 in the updated report (TRC, February 2012). 
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 The Executive Summary states Shell Todd Services Ltd demonstrated a high level of 

 environmental performance and compliance with resource consents and monitoring 

 indicated no significant adverse effects resulting from activities at the sites. However 

 the discharge of well fluids to blow-down pits had been occurring at several wellsites, 

 some without consent. There were three documented breaches at KA-1/7; one 

 breach at KA-4/14; two breaches at KA-6/11; two breaches at KA- 8/12/15; and 4 

 breaches at KA-13. The groundwater in this area is not safe for drinking. There has 

 been no further groundwater monitoring since 2008.  

 

4. Shell Todd Oil Services KA8/12/15 Wellsites (Exploration) Monitoring Programme 

Report 2010 (TRC, October 2011) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/780809w.pdf  

Location: Eltham Road, Kapuni. 

 

Shell Todd Oil Services Limited supplied hydraulic fracturing data for Kapuni well 

site KA18 (at KA-8/12/15 site) in TRC fracking reports (2011, 2012). Hydraulic 

fracturing occurred during mid to late 2010 and early 2011. 

 

The Executive Summary states during the period under review the Company 

demonstrated a good level of environmental performance and compliance with the 

resource consents. However no water samples were collected for physiochemical 

analysis. There was one unauthorised incident recorded. No water samples were taken 

as the company had cleaned up prior to inspection. No monitoring of the receiving 

environment was carried out in the vicinity of the KA 8/12/15 site. The discharge 

consent to water  includes limits for chloride, un-ionised ammonia, zinc, vanadium, 

total chromium 6+, total chromium 3 +, total copper, pH, temperature, temperature 

increase and biochemical oxygen demand increase. 

 

5. TRC Cheal Petroleum Limited Deep Well Injection Monitoring Programme 

Biennial Report 2007-2009 (TRC, March 2010) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/717351.pdf     
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Location: Mountain Road, Ngaere 

TAG Oil supplied hydraulic fracturing data for Cheal A and B well sites in the TRC 

fracking reports (2011, 2012) and Cheal C (TRC, 2012). 

 

The Executive Summary states the Company demonstrated a high level of 

environmental performance and compliance with the resource consents. However the 

Company lost an undetermined amount of power fluid (hot water and some aromatic 

hydrocarbons) for 2 years. There were no consequences although the original consent 

was ‘technically’ breached because the consent holder had approached the council on 

their own initiative and had demonstrated that the Company has the situation under 

control. There was no sampling of fresh groundwater carried out during the 2007-

2009 monitoring period. 

 

6. Cheal B –Miscellaneous Mixed/bury/cover Monitoring Programme Triennial 

Report (TRC, November 2008) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/350614.pdf  

Location: Mountain Road, Ngaere 

The Executive Summary states The Company’s environmental performance and 

compliance with resource consents changed from improvement desirable at the 

beginning of the period under review to a good level towards the end. However there 

was non-compliance on a report not being provided to Council prior to discharge, 

non-compliance on records to be kept and forwarded to Council prior to discharge, 

non-compliance of a limit of 400kg on nitrogen loading and non-compliance on 

hydrocarbon loading. 

 

7. Greymouth Petroleum Kaimiro and Ngatoro Production Stations Monitoring 

Programme Annual Report 2009-2010 (TRC,October 2011) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/914255w.pdf  

Location: Upland Road, Inglewood 

The Executive Summary states the Company demonstrated a good level of 

environmental performance and achieved compliance with all but one of the 
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conditions of the resource consents. This non-compliance was due to “slight 

exceedances” of discharge limits at the Kaimiro Production Station which had no 

detectable effect on the receiving waters. However the discharge was “mostly” in 

compliance with consent conditions although the hydrocarbon content of 38g/m3 on 

28 July 2010 was more than twice the consent limit. Results of samples collected of 

both the discharge and receiving waters were “mostly” within the limits prescribed by 

the consent. 

 

8. Todd Pohokura Limited  drilling waste land treatment site (2007) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/340652.pdf  

Location: Airport Drive, Bell Block. 

The Executive Summary states the Company demonstrated a good level of 

environmental performance. However the monitoring showed levels of hydrocarbons 

and barium in the SBM disposal area were above guideline values and no sampling of 

surface water or groundwater was carried out to assess effects. 

 

9. A R Geary  drilling waste land treatment site (2008) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/548593.pdf  

Location: Geary Road, Manutahi 

The Executive Summary states the consent holder demonstrated a high level of 

environmental performance and compliance with resource consents.  

However disposals at the site were completed in March 2006 and the area has since 

been reinstated to productive dairy farmland. The only adverse environmental effects 

were the negative impacts on the earthworm populations and soil ecosystem health. 

The Council states these are likely to subside over time. Five disposal areas still have 

hydrocarbon concentrations which exceed the Ministry for Environment guidelines.  

 

 

10. Origin Energy Resource NZ Ltd drilling wastes landfarms, March 2011)  

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/829868.pdf  

Location: Geary Road Manutahi and Spence Road Kakaramea 
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 The Executive Summary states the Company has a high level of environmental 

 performance.  However “previous monitoring at landfarming sites has shown the 

 loading limits were seldom complied with. In coastal locations, adverse effects on 

 groundwater due to leaching of chloride and nitrogen are expected to be minimal. The 

 Council allowed landfarm operators at such sites to vary their consent conditions” 

 (p.17). Two examples of overloading are Ahuroa B WBM by over 3 times the consent 

 limit of 50,000 mg/kg of total hydrocarbons and Kauri F by over 7 times the consent 

 limit of 200 kg/ha for nitrogen. 

 

11. Boyd (February 2010, March 2011) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/662396.pdf 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/548593.pdf 

 

Location: Derby Road North and Surrey Road, near Inglewood and on the boundaries 

of the National Park. 

 

In 2010 the Executive Summary states the monitoring showed there appears to be no 

adverse environmental effects resulting from activities at the sites even though the 

consent holder’s level of environmental performance was improvement desirable and 

there was a significant non-compliance.   

In 2011 the consent holder achieved a good level of compliance with the resource 

consents even though the monitoring indicated that there was an occasion when there 

were adverse effects on the environment. There were a total of four incidents that 

were associated with drilling waste disposal activities. It was noted in the report 

improvement is required for environmental performance, particularly for activities not 

complying with the rules for permitted activities. 

 

12. Todd Taranaki Ltd, Todd  Exploration Ltd, Todd Pohokura Ltd, Shell Todd Oil 

Services Ltd and Shell Exploration Ltd Mix-Bury-Cover and landfarm Monitoring 

Programme Annual Report (TRC, February 2009) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/540609.pdf 
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Location: Airport Drive, Bell Block 

 

The Executive Summary states the companies demonstrated a good level of 

environmental performance and compliance with the resource consents. 

However there was only sampling done once during the year and only at one site 

(Terrace-A) although there are several sites. The hydrocarbons levels were at 10,000 

instead of 4,000. The Council comments that “it is expected hydrocarbons present in 

the surface soil layer will continue to degrade naturally to below the consented level 

at some stage in the near future” (p.12). 

 

13. TAG Oil (NZ) Limited Sidewinder Wellsite (Exploration) Monitoring Programme 

Report 2010 (TRC, July 2011) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/890325.pdf 

Location: Upper Durham Road, Inglewood, in the Waitara catchment.  

 

The Executive Summary states the Company demonstrated a good level of 

environmental performance and compliance with resource consents. There was one 

water sample collected for physiochemical analysis, no bio-monitoring surveys of 

receiving waters, and no ambient air quality analysed. Receiving surface water was 

visually inspected for contaminants during some visits. There was one unauthorised 

incident recorded involving discharge of diesel to land.  

However on 28/9/10 a moderate spill occurred resulting in drilling mud entering the 

ring drain; 9/2/11 spoken to about bunding of chemicals/mud tanks; 15/2/11 some of 

the hazardous substances were not bunded; 21/2/11 discussion regarding all 

discharged product from Halliburton pipes should be contained and not enter the ring 

drain. Also ensure that all hazardous substances are bunded; 9/3/11 advised of a diesel 

spill; 15/4/11 two incidents occurred. Diesel spilled and fuel reached the ring drain. A 

significant amount of cement was spilt and entered the ring drain. Cement tanks may 

have overflowed; 5/5/11 breaching of special conditions of consent when the 

concentration of chloride and suspended solids was too high when it entered the 

stream; 18/5/11 hydrocarbons observed discharging into ring drain. In the evaluation 

of their performance it is noted that compliance was not achieved with hazardous 
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storage area or keeping to concentration limits for discharge however they still 

received a good performance. 

 

14. Shell Exploration NZ Ltd Pohokura Offshore Monitoring Programme (TRC, 2007-

2009; 2005-2007) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/486895.pdf  

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/372010.pdf  

The Executive Summaries state the Company has demonstrated good levels of 

environmental performance.  

However there have been “minor oil spills”. According to the council there were no 

adverse environmental effects. The sites have been visited once during each two-year 

period and there has been no scientific testing. Only visual checks were completed on 

these single inspections.  

 

15. Bridge Petroleum Limited Radnor 1 (B) Wellsite (Exploration) Monitoring 

Programme Report (TRC, October 2011) 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/722166w.pdf  

Location: Radnor Road, Midhurst 

Greymouth Petroleum supplied hydraulic fracturing data for Radnor 1 (B) well site 

for 30
th

 May in the TRC fracking report (2012). 

The Executive Summary states the Company demonstrated a high level of 

environmental performance and compliance with the resource consents. 

However there was no water samples collected for physiochemical analysis. There 

was no sampling of water quality upstream or downstream. ‘Production testing’ was 

underway on 2
nd

 June 2010 and the eastern flare pit contained drilling fluids and muds 

to be cleaned up. There was a complaint regarding the disposal of drilling muds 

received however TRC found it unsubstantiated. There was a leak of light hydraulic 

oil so an additional skimmer pit was constructed. 

 

16. Kea Petroleum Limited Wingrove 2 Wellsite (Exploration) Monitoring Programme 

(TRC, July 2011) 
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http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/813316.pdf  

Location: Bird Road, Pukengahu 

The Executive Summary states the Company demonstrated a good level of 

environmental performance and compliance with the resource consents. 

However no water samples collected for physiochemical analysis, no bio-monitoring 

surveys of receiving waters and no ambient air quality analyses. No chemical 

sampling was undertaken as it was believed it was not required when the site was 

visually inspected. 

12 May 2010  A septic tank was leaking and pooling around three septic tanks. There 

were approximately eight diesel/oil tanks in an unbunded, high traffic area. There was 

a diesel spill and hydrocarbons entered the ring drain.  

19 May 2010 The skimmer pits looked discoloured but the discharge looked clear. 

The stream was running clear and there appeared to be no adverse effects 

downstream. 

31 May 2010 Some material had been spilt outside the ringdrain next to the stream 

however it appeared to have dried before it entered the waterway. The sewage tanks 

had disconnected from one another and two of the three tanks are floating in a mixture 

of sewerage and water. 

15 June 2010 Some spills have occurred due to normal practices however steps have 

been taken to mitigate any adverse effects. 

 

17. Cheal Petroleum Limited Cheal C (Ex Cardiff) Exploration Wellsite Monitoring 

Programme Report (TRC, November 2011)  

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-monitoring-

reports/896574w.pdf  

Location: Brookes Road, Stratford 

The Executive Summary states “good processes and procedures were implemented” 

and “the Company demonstrated a high level of environmental performance and 

compliance with the resource consents”. 

However “no water samples were collected for physiochemical analysis. No 

biomonitoring surveys of receiving waters or ambient air quality analyses were 
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carried out…the receiving surface water body was visually inspected during every 

visit for contaminants”. This is the regional council monitoring for a site that has 

already had fracking activity, has further planned, and is to have potentially 10 

producing wells and a production station less than 2 km from Stratford. 

 

18. Greymouth Petroleum Hawera Land Farm Monitoring Programme Annual Report 

(TRC, October 2011)  

http://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Publications/technical-reports/oil-and-gas-compliance-

monitoring-reports/931224w.pdf  

Location: Rifle Range Road, Hawera 

The Executive Summary states during the year, the Company demonstrated a high 

level of environmental performance and compliance with the resource consent. 

Greymouth operates a drilling waste landfarm on a site owned by Fonterra and serves 

as part of their research farm. 

However “the site was not active during the monitoring year under review, there were 

no disposals of drilling waste. The permanent establishment of pasture on parts of the 

site remain an issue. While not a breach of consent conditions, the permanent 

establishment of pasture is an expected outcome of landfarming activities…The 

monitoring indicated there were no adverse environmental effects resulting from past 

discharges of drilling wastes at the site.” 
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