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Planner: Samantha Read 

 

PLANNING REPORT TO THE MANAGER CONSENTS 

RESOURCE CONSENT FOR LAND USE CONSENT NO. LUC12/45599 
 

 

Applicant: Greymouth Petroleum Limited  

Site Address: 451 Ngatimaru Road WAITARA    

Legal Description: Lot 4 DP 378739 

Site Area: 20.4 hectares
   
 

Environment Area: Rural Environment Area 

District Plan  A Local Road with a Posted Speed Limit of 100kph, High Voltage Transmission 

Line and Energy Pipelines 

Proposal:  Construct Kowhai-B well site, drill up to  8 wells, test each well and produce oil 

and gas if successful and establish a vehicle access point 115m from an 

intersection 

Activity Status: The Proposal is a Restricted Discretionary Activity under Rule(s) Rur93 and 

Rur69 of the New Plymouth District Plan (Operative 15 August 2005) 

 

Proposal and Site Description 

 

1. The applicant proposes to establish up to eight wells on the property at 451 Ngatimaru Road, 

Waitara for production and exploration and will involve the following activities: 

 

• Establishment of a well-site; 

• Mobilisation and demobilisation of a drilling rig; 

• Drilling operations; 

• Well clean up and initial well testing; 

• Wellhead facility construction; 

• Production operations; 

• Decommissioning, abandonment and restoration. 

  

The applicant also proposes to establish a vehicle access point 115m from the intersection 

adjoining Ngatimaru Road and Bertrand Road to the south. 



 

 

 

2. The applicant has specified that the proposed well-site will generate a maximum of 42 

vehicle equivalent movements over a 24 hour period and 26 vehicle equivalent movements 

over any 7 day period. 

 

3. The applicant proposes to use and store hazardous substances within the subject site 

including synthetic drilling fluids and flammable goods. A Hazardous Substances Risk 

Assessment has been provided with the application and has been prepared by BTW 

Company Limited. Heavy service vehicles will be used to transport hazardous 

substances/goods to and from the site via Ngatimaru Road. 

 

4. The applicant has obtained an archaeological authority from New Zealand Historic Places 

Trust to destroy archaeological site Q19/392.   

 

5. The site is situated on the eastern side of Ngatimaru Road and consists of a relatively flat 

topography.  An existing dwelling is situated in the north-western corner of the site.  

Archaeological Site Q19/392 is situated within the north-eastern corner of the site.  High 

voltage transmission lines dissect the southern portion of the site and multiple energy 

pipelines dissect the central portion of the site.  The New Plymouth off-take station is 

situated to the south of the existing dwelling within the site. 

 

6. The applicant has obtained resource consents from the Taranaki Regional Council for the 

following activities: 

 

• Discharge emissions to air associated with production activities. 

• Discharge emissions to air from hydrocarbon exploration activities (flaring). 

• To discharge treated stormwater and produced water from hydrocarbon exploration and 

production onto land. 

• Take groundwater during exploration and production onto land. 

• Discharge stormwater and sediment from earthworks during construction onto land. 

• Discharge contaminants to water or land (Fraccing). 

• To take and use groundwater (Produced water). 

• Discharge stormwater, produced stormwater and surplus drilling water. 

 

Immediate Environment 

 

7. The site adjoins 417 Ngatimaru Road to the north which consists of a dwelling situated 

approximately 320m from the proposed well-site and is also used for farming purposes.  

This property is owned by R Foreman. 

 

8. The site adjoins two parcels of land to the east that are presumably used for farming 

purposes.  The site also adjoins 53 Tikorangi Road East to the south of the site and is 

occupied by a dwelling that obtains access onto Tikorangi Road East.  The Tikorangi 

Mixing Station is directly opposite the site to the west.   

 

9. The properties at 500 Ngatimaru Road and 24 Bertrand Road are directly opposite the site to 

the west, both of which consist of dwellings and are used for rural purposes. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Surrounding Environment 

 

10. The site is surrounded mostly by rural properties that are used for a mixture of rural and 

residential purposes.  Tikorangi Primary School is situated just less than 1km to the north of 

the site at the intersection adjoining Ngatimaru Road and Inland North Road. 

 

11. The Swift energy well-site that undertakes exploration and production is situated at the far 

southern end of Ngatimaru Road. 

 

 

Statutory Requirements 

 

1. The proposal does not meet the requirements of the following District Plan Rule(s): 

 

• Rule Rur69 – the quantity of proposed hazardous substances will have a fire/explosion 

ratio of 13.3, a human health effects ratio of 129.21 and an environmental effects ratio 

of 349.12 and is therefore a restricted discretionary activity. 

 

• Rule Rur93 – the proposed vehicle access point will be 115m from the intersection 

adjoining Ngatimaru Road and Bertrand Road and is a restricted discretionary activity. 

 

2. Relevant District Plan Policies and Objectives:  

 

Rule Rur69: 

• Objective 1; Policy 1.1 

• Objective 10; Policy 10.1, Policy 10.2 

 

Rule Rur93: 

• Objective 4; Policy 4.3, Policy 4.7 

• Objective 20; Policy 20.1, Policy 20.7  

 

3. The proposal is a restricted discretionary activity, and therefore only the relevant policies, 

objectives and assessment criteria for Rule(s) Rur69 and Rur93 of the District can be 

considered when determining this application. 

 

Notification Decision 

 

1. Whether the application would be subject to public, limited or non-notification was 

considered in accordance with sections 95A-E of the RMA. It is considered that the effects 

of the activity would be less than minor for the following reasons:  

 

• The applicant has offered up a condition that bunding shall be provided along the 

northern and southern side of the proposed well-head to minimise any potential adverse 

effects of risk of human health on immediate properties. 

 

• The applicant has offered up a condition that all vehicles transporting hazardous 

substances will be required to use the traffic route outside of the hours of Tikorangi 

Primary School.   



 

 

 

• We have agreed with the applicant that the Foremans and Tikorangi Primary School are 

no longer considered to be affected parties provided that vehicles transporting 

hazardous substances are outside the hours of Tikorangi Primary School and the 

applicant provides adequate bunding within the site. 

 

2. Otaraua Hapu, Ngati Rahiri hapu and Transpower were not considered to be adversely 

affected by the proposal but were considered to be ‘interested parties’. 

 

3. Written approval was obtained however by Tikorangi Primary School.   

 

4. As there are no affected parties the consent may be processed on a non-notified basis.  

 

Assessment: 

 

1. The following relevant matters have been considered in the assessment of this application 

under section 104C of the RMA: 

 

 Hazardous Substances Assessment 

 

• The effects ratio for fire/explosion, human health and environmental effects are all above 

0.75, however the human health and environmental effects ratios are above 100 and 

therefore pose a potential greater risk on human health and the immediate and surrounding 

environment (Criteria 1). 

 

• The subject site is in close proximity to sensitive features including the Foreman’s property 

to the north and also Tikorangi Primary School which is situated less than 1km from the site 

to the north-west on Ngatimaru Road (Criteria 1).   
 

• The qualitative risk assessment provided by the applicant specifies that the likelihood of a 

well blow-out event occurring is rare but has a moderate level of risk.  Given the location of 

the well-head and its close proximity to the adjoining property to the north (The Foremans) 

the applicant provided a quantitative risk assessment prepared by Transfield Worley, which 

indicates how far the effects (based on fatality and injury) of a blow-out may extend should 

the event occur.  The contours of the risk assessment demonstrate that while a fatality is 

unlikely to occur on this property in the event of a blow-out, there is a possibility that an 

injury may occur in the southern portion of this property during this event.  To ensure that 

any potential adverse effects on the Foremans’ can be mitigated or minimised the applicant 

has offered up a condition to provide bunding along the northern boundary of the site.  This 

will ensure that the environmental and amenity values of this property and the immediate 

area are not compromised (Objective 1, Policy 1.1).  A condition has been recommended 

requiring this bund subject to final design. 
 

• Tikorangi Primary School is situated on the proposed transport route for vehicles 

transporting hazardous substances to and from the site.  The qualitative risk assessment 

identifies tanker spill accidents as being a potential adverse effect on the safety of the road 

transportation network (High risk but low probability).  Adverse effects associated with road 

tanker incidents include but are not limited to driver injury and pedestrian/road user injury 

and persons being exposed to high levels of heat radiation. To ensure any potential adverse 

effects of vehicles transporting hazardous substances past the school are mitigated the 



 

 

applicant has offered up a condition that vehicles transporting hazardous substances using 

this route will be required to do so outside of the hours of the school’s operation (Criteria 7). 
 

• As indicated within the application, the applicant proposes to have a traffic management 

plan in place prior to the commencement of the activities within the site which will ensure 

that the safety of the road transportation network within the vicinity of the site is not 

compromised (Criteria 7). 
 

• Two streams within the Waiau Catchment are situated to the north-east and south of the site.  

Both streams are situated within 100m of the proposed well-head.  The applicant proposes 

to use a number of mitigation measures to prevent hazardous substances from entering these 

water ways including site design, bunding of chemicals, the installation of a perimeter drain 

and the use of a skimmer pit are required as conditions of this consent (Criteria 2).   
 

• The subject site is not situated near a coastal hazard area, flood hazard area, volcanic hazard 

area or the Norfolk or Inglewood faultline (Criteria 2). 
 

• The applicant has undertaken preliminary soil investigations as discussed within the 

application, which indicates that the site is stable and is capable of establishing well-site 

activities (Criteria 3). 
 

• The applicant has various methods to control on-site drainage, off-infrastructure and 

disposal of on-site waste including directing stormwater to skimmer pits that are consented 

by the Taranaki Regional Council (Criteria 4).  Any un-used hazardous waste is transported 

back to the depot.   
 

Mitigation 
 

• The qualitative and quantitative risk assessments provided by the applicant have been peer 

reviewed by Norbert Schaffoener, a representative of Resources Hazardous Substance and 

Resource Management Consulting and has recommended a suite of conditions for this 

application pertaining to risk mitigation and management measures (Criteria 5).  Such 

measures include the provision of secondary spill containment (bunding), limiting the 

quantities of hazardous substances stored within the site, providing a hazardous 

management plan to the Council and requiring a process for contacting the Council in the 

event of spillage.  
 

• Conditions have also been recommended limiting the quantity of hazardous substances 

stored within the site to what is specified within the application.  A review condition has 

also been included to ensure that any adverse effects of hazardous substances that were not 

foreseen at the time of processing this consent can be addressed in the future. 
 

• With the applicant’s agreement, a condition has also been recommended requiring a bund to 

be formed along the western boundaries of the site.  The purpose of this bund is to prevent 

the notional boundaries of surrounding dwellings from being potentially adversely affected 

by noise generated by activities within the site. 
 

• I consider that the approval of this land use consent may potentially create a cumulative 

adverse effect on the immediate and surrounding area given the abundance of various other 

well-sites within the vicinity of the site (Criteria 6).  However I consider that given the 

adverse effects of this particular application can be mitigated I do not consider this to be of 



 

 

detrimental effect.  In addition I consider that other well-sites within the vicinity of the site 

have similar if not the same mitigation measures in place as this application.   

 

 Vehicle Access Point 

 

• The Councils Roading traffic survey that was undertaken in 2004 indicates that lower 

Ngatimaru Road is subject to high traffic volumes, especially with the increasing number of 

well-sites within the vicinity of the site.  Vehicles using this road are likely to be travelling 

at the posted speed limit of 100kph given the straight contour of the road.  

 

• I consider that the vehicle access point is set back further enough from the intersection to 

prevent any congestion or confusion between vehicles turning at the intersection (Criteria 1). 
 

• Ngatimaru Road is straight and narrow to the north and south of the proposed vehicle access 

point.  The Council’s development engineer has been consulted in regards to the application 

and considers that the distance/sight distance of the vehicle access point to the intersection 

can be safely reduced to 115m given the straight contour of the road (Criteria 6).  For this 

reason I consider that the distance of the vehicle access point from the intersection will not 

have a significant adverse effect on the safety of the road transportation network or on 

persons off site (Criteria 15, Objective 20, Policy 20.2). 
 

• The distance of the vehicle access point from the intersection is unlikely to create visual 

adverse effects on the immediate and surrounding environment given it will be situated 

more than 10m from other vehicle access points on same or opposite frontage as required 

within the district plan. 
 

• The Council’s Roading Team have been consulted in regards to the application and consider 

that it is necessary for the applicant to widen 20m of the western side of Ngatimaru Road 

adjoining the subject site to ensure that a b-train service vehicle can safely manoeuvre into 

and out of the proposed vehicle access point.  A condition has been recommended in this 

regard. 
 

• Overall I consider that the distance of the vehicle access point to the intersection will not 

have a significant adverse effect on the immediate and surrounding environment given the 

straight contour of Ngatimaru Road. 

 

Other Matters 

 

• The applicant provided an acoustic report with the application prepared by Hegley Acoustic 

Consultants to demonstrate compliance with the noise rules within the district plan.  The 

report confirms that no immediate or surrounding dwellings will be adversely affected by 

noise generated by rig drilling during the day and night.  An advice note has been included 

noting the noise rules within the district plan for construction activities and for all other 

activities.  To ensure drilling activities comply with the daytime and night time noise limits 

a review condition has been included in this consent which allows the Council to review any 

adverse effects of noise that were not foreseen as part of this consent. 

 

• Further information provided by Hegley Acoustic Consultants suggests that noise associated 

with flaring will comply during the day, but there is a possibility that non-compliance may 

occur during the evening.  To ensure compliance is achieved during the evening, the 



 

 

applicant has agreed to a suite of conditions with the Council that requires the installation of 

a noise monitoring station to the south of the dwelling at 417 Ngatimaru Road and results 

provided to the Council for on-going monitoring.  The applicant will also be required to 

notify residents and the Council prior to any flaring taking place other than emergencies. 

 

• Overall I consider that any potential adverse effects associated with the proposed quantity of 

hazardous substances and the distance of the vehicle access point to an intersection can be 

adequately mitigated, and thus the assessment criteria, objectives and policies within the 

district plan are unlikely to be compromised. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

1. It is considered that the effect of the proposed well-site exceeding hazardous substances 

effects ratio and establishing a vehicle access point 115m from an intersection will not result 

in any actual or potential effect on the environment that would be contrary to promoting 

sustainable management of natural and physical resources in terms of section 104(1) of the 

RMA.  

 

2. The relevant assessment criteria of the Plan are not compromised and the Policies and 

Objectives will be met.  Accordingly, the proposal will meet the purpose and principles of 

the RMA. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

3. That for the above reasons the application be approved pursuant to Sections 95, 104, 108 of 

the Resource Management Act 1991, subject to the conditions suggested within resource 

consent LUC12/45599 attached to this document. 
 
 

 

Report and Recommendation by: 

Samantha Read 

Environmental Planner 

 
Date: 16 November 2012 

Property: 1178 
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16 November 2012 

 

 

Greymouth Petroleum Limited 

C/- BTW Company Limited 

PO Box 551 

NEW PLYMOUTH    

 

 

Attention: BTW Company Limited, Greymouth Petroleum Limited 

 

 

Dear Cam 

 

LUC12/45599 CONSENT IS GRANTED TO  CONSTRUCT KOWHAI-B WELL SITE, 

DRILL UP TO  8 WELLS, TEST EACH WELL AND PRODUCE OIL AND GAS IF 

SUCCESSFUL AND ESTABLISH A VEHICLE ACCESS POINT 115M FROM AN 

INTERSECTION AT 451 NGATIMARU ROAD WAITARA    

 

I am pleased to be able to enclose a copy of a Resource Consent Approval, and my Planners Report 

prepared under the Resource Management Act 1991, for the above project. 

 

If you are unhappy with any part of this decision you have the right to object in accordance with 

Section 357A(2) of the Resource Management Act 1991.  Any objection shall be made in writing, 

setting out the reasons for the objection.  This must be lodged with Council within 15 working days 

after receiving this decision. 

 

I also enclose an invoice for the cost of processing this consent above the application fee already 

paid, generated in accordance with Section 36 of the Resource Management Act 1991.   

 

Any monitoring or time involved in ensuring compliance may result in extra charges being invoiced 

to you.  Therefore, to reduce additional charges payable to you, please ensure that you comply with 

the conditions of the Resource Consent as soon as possible.  Additionally, to reduce administration 

costs, please contact one of Councils Monitoring Officer’s on 759 6060, fax 06 759 6118 or email 

enquiries@npdc.govt.nz to inform us when work is about to commence.    

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Samantha Read 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNER - Consents 
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RESOURCE CONSENT LUC12/45599 

 

Granted under Sections 95, 104 and 108 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 

 

Applicant: Greymouth Petroleum Limited 

 

Location: 451 Ngatimaru Road WAITARA    

 

Legal Description: Lot 4 DP 378739 

 

Status: The Proposal is a Restricted Discretionary Activity under Rule(s) Rur69 and 

Rur93 of the New Plymouth District Plan (Operative 15 August 2005) 

 

Proposal: Construct Kowhai-B well site, drill up to  8 wells, test each well and 

produce oil and gas if successful and establish a vehicle access point 115m 

from an intersection 
 

 

DECISION: 

 

In accordance with Section 104 104C consent is granted to establish a well-site that will exceed the 

hazardous substances effects ratio and establish a vehicle access point 115m from an intersection. 

 

Subject to the following conditions imposed under Section 108 of the Resource Management 

Act 1991: 

 

1. The use and development of the land shall be as described within the application and shall be 

substantially in accordance with: 

 

• The plan prepared by Greymouth Petroleum Ltd, Drawing Number 08300-101-GIS, 

Revision 4, dated 14 September 2010 and Drawing Number 08300-06, Sheet 1, 

Revision 1, dated 8 October 2010 and Drawing Number 10190-02, Sheet 2, Revision C, 

dated 2 August 2010 prepared by BTW Company Ltd and Drawing Number 10442-01, 

Sheet 2, Revision 3, dated 3 May 2012 prepared by BTW Company Ltd; 

 

• The Acoustic report prepared by Hegley Acoustic Consultants, title Kowhai B Well Site 

Ngatimaru Road, Tikorangi Assessment of Noise Effects, Report Number 9132C, dated 

January 2012; 

 

•  The Quantitative Risk Assessment prepared by Transfield Worley, dated 26 March 

2012, TW Ref: 501429; 
 

• The revised Quantitative Risk Assessment by Transfield Worley, dated 23 April 2012 

TW ref 501429-MMO-R0003; 
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2. Consultation 

 

2.1 At least 24 hours prior to the commencement of any drilling operation (including 

testing), the consent holder shall undertake all practicable measures to notify the owner 

of the property at 417 Ngatimaru Road of the commencement of the drilling activity. The 

consent holder shall include in the notification a 24-hour contact telephone number for a 

representative of the consent holder and shall provide information to the owner relating 

to the risks modelled.  The consent holder shall keep and promptly make available to the 

Council a record of any complaints received regarding each phase of the activity 

authorised by this consent. 

 

3. Hazardous Substances 
 

3.1 A maximum of 8 wells may be drilled from the site. The consent holder shall notify 

the Manager Consents (or nominee) at the commencement and completion of each 

well. 

 

3.2 Except as necessary to address emergency situations, the maximum quantity of 

hazardous substances stored on the site shall not exceed that described in the 

application, including 250 tonnes of produced hydrocarbons (oil and gas) and 60 

tonnes of diesel. 

 

Advice Note: 

 

A new consent or a variation to this consent will be required if additional types or larger 

quantities of hazardous substances are to be used and/or stored at the site. 

 

 

3.3 The Council shall be notified in writing at least five working days prior to wellhead 

production facilities being established.  

 

3.5 Secondary spill containment (bunding) is to be provided for all tanks and storage areas 

for pooling hazardous substances on the site to the satisfaction of the Council.  The 

containment shall be sufficient to contain 120% of the capacity of the largest tank, or 

the total quantity of any material in drums or other smaller containers.  Temporary 

earth bunds are to be provided for further testing and production purposes.  To ensure 

the earth bunds retain containment capacity, a level alarm is to be installed to alert 

staff if the rainwater level in the bunding exceeds 10% of the total volume of the bund.   
 

3.6 A copy of the hazardous substances emergency management plan for the site is to be 

submitted to the Council for certification before commencement of drilling works.  

Such a plan may be part of a wider Environmental or Site Management Plan and shall 

include matters required under the Hazardous Substances (Emergency Management) 

Regulations 2001.  The plan shall include but not be limited to : 

 

(a) A detailed site layout diagram showing the location of hazardous substances to be 

stored, bunding (secondary containment), emergency response equipment and site 

drainage details.   

 

(b) The plan is to address all relevant hazards.   

 

(c) The plan needs to specify when and how it is being tested, reviewed and updated, as 

necessary.   
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(d) The blowout event emergency response measures shall also include notification and 

communication with nearby dwellings and land users.   

 

3.6 In addition to other relevant statutory agencies (OSH, ERMA, TRC) the Council is to be   

advised of any spills or other hazardous substance emergencies on the site. 

 

3.7    The details of the waste management operator able to accept both process wastes and any 

contaminated material required to be disposed of off site in the case of an incident shall be 

provided to the Council before commencement of drilling works. 

 

4 Bunding 

 

4.1  Prior to the commencement of any drilling activities, the consent holder shall install an 

robust physical barrier or earth bund on the northern boundary of the application site in 

the location indicated on the plan attached as Appendix A. The purpose of the barrier or 

bund is to assist in providing protection for the adjacent land owner and occupiers from 

the horizontal heat radiation effects of an ignited wellsite event. As a minimum, the 

barrier or bund shall be 45m long and 2m high. 

  

4.2     The consent holder shall engage a suitably qualified and experienced risk engineer to 

advise on the siting and final design of the barrier or bund. Prior to the commencement of 

drilling operations and within 10 working days of the installation being completed and 

prior to the commencement of drilling operations, the consent holder shall provide 

Council with written confirmation from the risk engineer they are satisfied that as 

installed, the barrier or bund is appropriate for its intended purpose. 

 

4.3 The consent holder shall install a robust physical barrier or earth bund on the western 

boundary of the application lease site in the location indicated on the plan attached as 

Appendix A. The purpose of the barrier or bund is to assist in providing mitigation from 

noise effects at the notional boundaries during all activities on the application site.  Prior 

to the commencement of drilling operations and within 10 working days of the installation 

being completed and prior to the commencement of drilling operations, the consent holder 

shall provide to the Council  written confirmation from the noise consultant that they are 

satisfied that as installed, the barrier or bund is appropriate for its intended purpose. 

 
5 Transport Route 

 

5.1 All vehicles transporting hazardous substances to and from the site via Ngatimaru Road 

will be undertaken outside of the operating hours of Tikorangi Primary School (8.50am 

to 2.50pm). 
 

6 Vehicle Access Point 

 

6.1 A type H’ vehicle crossing shall be constructed to the standard specified in the 

Council’s Vehicle Crossings Code of Practice and shall be located so that a sight 

distance of 105  metres can be measured from: 

 

(i) a point 3.5m back from the edge of seal, and  

 

(ii) an eye level of 1.05m height at the vehicle crossing to an object 1.05m above road 

level, as prescribed in the District Plan for a posted speed of 80kph, is achieved. 
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7 Roading 

 

7.1 Prior to the proposal operating at the site the consent holder shall widen the seal width of 

the western side of Ngatimaru Road to a minimum pavement width of six (6) metres  

directly adjacent to the site (to a length of 20m). 

 

7.2 This work shall be undertaken and completed to the satisfaction of the Manager 

Consents (or nominee). 

 

7.3 Prior to the seal widening required in condition 7.1 above taking place, detailed 

engineering plans for the roading work shall be submitted to and approved by the 

Council prior to the commencement of works. 
 

7.4 All work shall be constructed under the supervision of a suitably qualified person who 

has the appropriate processional indemnity insurance and who shall certify that all the 

work has been constructed to the approved engineering plan. 

  

7.5 Supervision and certification of the works and provision of “As-Built” plans shall be as 

prescribed in section 1.5 of NZS4404:2004 Land Development and Subdivision 

Engineering. 
 

8. Flaring 

 

8.1 The first drilling operation and every operation thereafter shall comply with the district 

plan noise limits on a 24 hours basis. 

 

8.2 A suitably qualified and experienced acoustical consultant shall provide to the Council 

certification that the proposed flaring device represents the best practicable option that is 

fit for purpose, for controlling flaring noise. 

 

8.3 The Consent holder is to install a remote monitoring station 20m to the south of the 

dwelling at 417 Ngatimaru Road, subject to landowner approval, to undertake noise 

monitoring of flaring during well testing.  Such monitoring is to be part of an overall 

Management Plan which is to be submitted for approval to Council prior to any flaring 

from well testing taking place.   

 

8.4 The results of the noise monitoring undertaken from well test flaring as above are to be 

provided to Council within five working days of undertaking the monitoring of the first 

well. As part of the overall Management Plan the consent holder is to meet with the 

Council to discuss and consult regarding the results.      

 

8.5 Notification will be provided to Council and residents within 300m of the well-site at 

least 24 hours prior to any flaring taking place (other than in emergencies).  

 

8.6 The Council may review Conditions 8.1 to 8.5 of this Consent in accordance with 

Section 128 of the Resource Management Act 1991 at the conclusion of the testing of 

the first well drilled from this site in order to deal with any adverse effect that was not 

foreseen at the time of granting this Consent.  

 

9.   Restoration 

 

9.1 The consent holder shall inform the Manager Consents (or nominee) at the time the 

consented exploration and/or production of the wellsite ceases at this site. The consent 

holder shall clean up and restore the site to its original condition, levelled and contoured 

and prepared for re-vegetation following the ceasing of the well site activity or the well 
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site remains dormant for a period of 12 months.  The consent holder shall provide 

restoration details, including timeframes, and plans for the approval of the Manager 

Consents (or nominee) prior to restoration of the site. 

 

10. Review Condition 
 

10.1 The Council may review the Conditions of this Consent in accordance with Section 128 

of the Resource Management Act 1991 in order to deal with any adverse effect that was 

not foreseen at the time of granting this Consent. Such effect may include (but not be 

limited to) the impact of excessive quantities of hazardous substances on Ngatimaru 

Road and the impact of noise levels generated during rig drilling activities on 

Ngatimaru Road. The first such review (if necessary) shall occur after the drilling of the 

first well.  Subsequent reviews shall occur on an annual basis.    

 

11. Monitoring 

 

11.1 The consent holders shall pay the council’s costs of any monitoring that may be 

necessary to ensure compliance of the use with the conditions specified.  

 

Advice note: 

 

All construction work shall meet the maximum noise levels, measured at any point within the 

boundary of any receiving site located within the residential environment area of: 

 

65dBA Monday to Friday – 7am-7pm and Saturday 10am-6pm 

 

At all other times, the maximum noise levels shall not exceed on any day: 

50dBA 7am-10pm 

40dBA 10pm – 7am 

 

For all other activities the maximum noise levels, measured at the notional boundary within the 

rural environment area are: 

 

On Any day:  7am – 10pm: 50dBA 

 

10pm – 7am:  L1045dBA 

  Lmax70dBA 

 

Advice note: 

 

In the event that any activity associated with this proposal (e.g. earthworks, landscaping, fencing) 

is likely to modify, damage or destroy an archaeological site, an authority from the NZ Historic 

Places Trust must be obtained for the work to proceed lawfully.  If an archaeological site is 

encountered during works for the proposed development, work shall cease immediately and the NZ 

Historic Places Trust shall be notified so that an archaeological assessment can be made and 

advice given accordingly. 

 

If an archaeological site is encountered, or artefacts uncovered, during works for the proposed 

development, work shall cease immediately and the NZ Historic Places Trust and Otaraua Hapu 

and Ngati Rahiri Hapu shall be notified so that an appropriate assessment can be made and advice 

given accordingly. 

 

In the event of the discovery of any artefacts, the provisions of the Protected Objects Act shall 

apply. 
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If human remains are uncovered the consent holder is required to contact the Taranaki Health 

Protection Unit and Otaraua Hapu and Ngati Rahiri Hapu. 

 

The Consent Holder should be aware that the Historic Places Act 1993 (HPA) provides for the 

identification, protection, preservation and conservation of the historic and cultural heritage of 

New Zealand.  Under Section 2 of the HPA, an archaeological site is defined as a place associated 

with pre-1900 human activity, where there may be evidence relating to the history of New Zealand.  

Section 10 directs that an authority is required from the New Zealand Historic Places Trust if there 

is “reasonable cause” to suspect an archaeological site (recorded or unrecorded), may be 

modified, damaged or destroyed in the course of any activity.  An authority is required for such 

work whether or not the land on which an archaeological site may be present is designated, or a 

Resource or Building Consent has been granted, or the activity is permitted in a Regional or 

District Plan. Evidence of archaeological sites may include oven stones, charcoal, shells, ditches, 

banks, pits, terraces, stone walls, building foundations, artefacts of Maori and European origin or 

burials. 

 

Advice note: 

 

Under Rule Rur63, all bare earth is required to, as soon as practicable but not later than six 

months from the date of disturbance, be: 

- Stabilised so that no earth moves off-site or presents a danger to life or property; and 

- Vegetated, sealed, paved, metalled or built over. 

 

Advice note: 

 

This application for Resource Consent has been considered in accordance with Section 104 of the 

Resource Management Act 1991 and has been approved, as the council is satisfied that the 

proposal is consistent with Part II of the Resource Management Act 1991 in that the adverse effects 

on the environment of the activity will be minor and that no persons will be adversely affected by 

the granting of the Resource Consent. 

 

This land use consent lapses on 16 November 2017 unless the consent is given effect to before that 

date; or unless an application is made before the expiry of that date for the Council to grant an 

extension of time for establishment of the use.  An application for an extension of time will be 

subject to the provisions of section 125 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 

This consent is subject to the right of objection as set out in section 357A of the Resource 

Management Act 1991. 

 

 

DATED:   16 November 2012 

 

 

 

 

Rowan Williams 

TEAM LEADER CONSENTS 

 

 

 


