
CLIMATE JUSTICE TARANAKI 
NEWSLETTER THREE (12 May 2011) 

Nga mihi ki a koutou. 
 
We have some exciting news this newsletter... 
 
1. The ship drilling the new Ruru-1 well is out for 
repairs which means no drilling this year and possibly 
no continuing on to Alaska to drill there either. Yay! 
The article from yesterday's front page of the Daily is 
below. 
 
2. We are also lucky enough to have three experts on 
climate change visiting our region early next week as 
part of their nationwide speaking tour. Their subjects 
of capitalism and carbon trading could be 
controversial. We are hoping to be allowed to 
contribute. See the panui below. 
 
3. Unluckily, we have a major energy conference 
happening right here at the New Plymouth TSB 
Stadium in a few weeks. There are going to be major 
speakers from several big oil companies including 
Anadarko who plan to drill the Deepwater Taranaki 
well next summer. There is an open public session on 
the last day so we're planning something... keep you 
all posted. See ENEX Conference information below. 
 
4. Lastly, we have decided to hold a Renewable 
Energy Conference of our own around the time of the 
ENEX conference. Again we'll let you know more 
about that as soon as we can. 
 
Kia kaha koutou, 
Climate Justice Taranaki. 

Stop the current mass expansion of oil & gas 
exploration in Aotearoa! 
http://NoDrilling.org.nz 
http://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/ 
 
"If you go to one demonstration and then go home, 
that's something, but the people in power can live 
with that. What they can't live with is sustained 
pressure that keeps building, organisations that keep 
doing things, people that keep learning lessons from 
the last time and doing it better the next time." - 
Noam Chomsky 

Twinkle, twinkle, damaged drillship 
 
Taranaki Daily News, 11 May 2011 by Rob Maetzig 

The $180,000-a-day drillship Noble Discoverer looks 
destined to spend the winter doing nothing more than 
providing a nightly light show in the waters off New 
Plymouth. 
The veteran drillship was so badly damaged in a storm 
off the Taranaki coast that it will be unable to return 
to drilling operations any time soon. 
 
Instead, it is likely to lie close to shore off New 
Plymouth while major repairs are carried out to on-
board equipment, Shell Todd Oil Services confirmed 
yesterday. 
 
While only minor damage happened to the vessel 
during the April 26 storm, other equipment such as 
the mooring system and drilling equipment were 
damaged when anchor lines snapped. 
 
Replacement parts are being flown in from overseas. 
 
Shell Todd had chartered the ship at between 
US$154,000 and US$158,000 (NZ$184,000 to 
NZ$189,000) a day to drill the Ruru-1 well 40 
kilometres off the Taranaki coast. The company would 
not say yesterday whether it was continuing to pay 
the charter day rate. 
 
Shell Todd general manager Rob Jager, New Plymouth, 
said investigations are under way to fully understand 
why the mooring lines failed and what needs to be 
done to prevent this in future. 
 
"As safety is the first and foremost priority, and with 
winter substantially reducing the operating window, 
the vessel may not return to the Ruru well for some 
time," he said. 
 
"There is therefore an opportunity for the Noble 
Discoverer contract holder to enable the vessel to be 
upgraded while it is in port." 
 
While the presence of the vessel with its big drilling 
derrick so close to the New Plymouth shoreline is 
turning it into an unlikely tourist attraction, for Shell-
Todd Oil Services it is a constant reminder that 
things have turned pear-shaped out at Ruru-1. 
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Noble Discoverer arrived in Taranaki waters in January 
to drill the single exploration well. The project was 
supposed to take up to two months, with 
the drillship then scheduled to head to Alaska to drill 
exploration wells within the Arctic Circle. 
 
But it's now heading towards mid-May, and Ruru-1 
has yet to reach target depth. 
 
Energy industry sources say a series of technical 
problems at the site had delayed drilling anyway, and 
then just after Easter the big storm hit, which snapped 
some of the Noble Discoverer's anchor lines and 
forced the ship to drop its "riser", the pipe that 
contains the well's drill string. 
 
The drillship with 114 people on board still rolled 
heavily in seven-metre seas, and this is understood to 
have caused further damage. This was behind the 
decision to bring the Noble Discoverer close to Port 
Taranaki for a full assessment of the ship's condition. 
 
Noble Discoverer is one of the oldest drillships in the 
world. Build in 1966 and originally a bulk carrier called 
the Matsuhiro Maru, in 1976 it was converted for the 
energy exploration operations and renamed Frontier 
Discoverer. 
 
The name was changed again to Noble Discoverer last 
year when drilling company Frontier Drilling merged 
with fellow driller Noble Corporation. 
 
Last year the vessel was at the centre of major 
controversy when Shell announced plans to use it to 
drill wells north of Alaska. 
 
Critics slammed the potential greenhouse gas 
emissions it would emit, and this led to the vessel 
being diverted to New Zealand instead. 
 
Yesterday's statement confirmed a plan is being 
developed to completely recover the riser system 
from the seabed so there will be no impact to the 
environment. But the Noble Discoverer will not be 
used for this recovery work, it added. 
 
The statement said that in accordance with best 
industry practice, the Ruru well was safely closed-in 
before the storm hit and is in good condition. 

NZ Climate change speaking tour 
 
James Hansen will be touring New Zealand next 
month, giving a public lecture entitled “Climate 
Change: a scientific, moral and legal issue” in 
Auckland, Palmerston North, Wellington, Dunedin, 
Gore and Christchurch. 
 
In support of Dr James Hansen, three leading NZ 
specialists will explain the nature of climate change, 
its impacts on New Zealanders' health, properties, 
infrastructure, environment and rural industries. They 
will bring the latest information on climate change 
science and how it affects rural industries in regional 
New Zealand. Professor Caroline Saunders from 
Lincoln University , Rod Oram (Business Journalist) 
and myself (Auckland Climate Scientist) will be touring 
New Zealand provincial centres not visited by Dr 
Hansen, talking on: Maintaining farm productivity and 
profits in an uncertain climate. 
 
Our schedule of visits in Taranaki are: 
 
16th May:  
. Whanganui District Council 10 am - 12 noon, Council 
Chambers 
. South Taranaki District Council 2 - 4 pm, Hawera 
. New Plymouth District Council 7 - 9 pm, Council 
Chambers 
 
17th May: 
. Taranaki Regional Council, Stratford,  11 - 11.30 am 
then lunch 
 
Thank you, 
Jim S 
 
Dr J. Salinger is an Auckland-based internationally 
reknowned climate change scientist, now at the 
University of Auckland and the University of 
Tasmania, who formerly worked at NIWA.  He was a 
lead author for the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change which was awarded a Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2007. 
____________________________________________ 
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ENEX 2011, New Plymouth June 9-10, TSB 
Stadium 
 
'The industry has been looking for a real improvement 
in the presentation of petroleum industry trade shows 
and conferences.' 
 
'With this in mind ENEX has been designed to provide 
a modern and innovative event for the oil & gas sector 
to showcase the resources and skills that the New 
Zealand sector possesses.' 
 
Speakers include top staff from Todd, Shell, PEPANZ, 
NIWA, Methanex, Origin, KEA, L&M, Greymouth 
petroleum, Anadarko and more. 
 
'ENEX will be open for general access to public on 
Friday 10th June from 1.30pm - 3.30pm' 
--  
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