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Tena koutou, 

 

It's time to stand up for the environment and social 

justice - it's time for climate justice! 

Hui against sewage going into the ocean 

6pm Tuesday 29th November, Waitara 

 

After the recent decision to continue dumping waste 

into the sea a meeting has been called by Friends of 

the Waitara River for this Tuesday (29th Nov), 6pm at 

the Town and Country Club, West Quay, Waitara.  

Their panui says "we feel a united coalition of many 

groups would be the way to go forward, if we are to 

go forward. There has always been strength in 

numbers and the different ideas of different groups 

would make us stronger and help lend more integrity 

to the cause. If this idea works, a united group such as 

this could do wonders with many other environmental 

issues." 

The meeting is to brainstorm and strategise where to 

go from here with regards to these consents that 

allow the ongoing sewage and wastewater discharges 

into the ocean via Marine Outfalls. The group's cause 

has many links to climate justice since much of the 

aforementioned waste comes from unsustainable 

farming practices, oil industry waste and poor town 

planning. Come along and get involved. 

 

Why stop fracking and how? 
 

Stopping the expansion of fossil fuel extraction is the 

most important way of reducing climate changing 

greenhouse gas emissions: less fuel for transport, less 

petrochemicals on farms = way less emissions.  

Fracking is now being used as fossil fuels become 

harder to reach. Fracking not only creates local 

pollution and dangers but allows massive amounts of 

greenhouse gas emissions. Unless we own the land of 

wellsites and are willing to put up a fight, we have 

little power to stop companies.  

A petition to the Parliamentary Commissioner for the 

Environment demanding a moratorium on fracking is 

one option that also spreads the message far and 

wide. Come on people, we know you love petitions! 

Sign on here: 
http://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/what-you-can-do/ 

If you do own land then check out what landowners in 

Australia are doing to resist: http://lockthegate.org.au/ 

 

Regional Council releases report on fracking 

 

Fracking featured again prominently in this week's 

Taranaki Daily News. The Taranaki Regional Council 

released a report telling us that fracking is safe which 

led Director of Resource Consents Fred McLay to 

publicly drink spring water from near the Cheal well.  

We put out a media release, pointing out that "TRC 

will not find adverse effects because their insufficient 

policy, monitoring requirements and breach response 

plans and their lack of public consultation avoids the 

finding of any adverse effects. So of course TRC can 

report no damage as they have made it almost 

impossible to find any." See below and here: 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-

news/news/6031938/Report-gives-fracking-all-clear 

The Roberts family from Stratford have also said they 

may appeal the decision to drill at Cheal. Kia kaha ki a 

ratou! 

 

MEDIA RELEASE: Fracking not safe says 

Climate Justice Taranaki 
FROM: Climate Justice Taranaki 

DATE: 24th NOvember 2011 - for immediate release 

 

Climate Justice Taranaki is not surprised by the 

Taranaki Regional Council's (TRC) report today saying 

that fracking is safe given their track record of 

negligent monitoring. 

 

"Our stance always remains that TRC will not find 

adverse effects because their insufficient policy, 

monitoring requirements and breach response 

plans and their lack of public consultation avoids the 

finding of any adverse effects. So of course TRC can 

report no damage as they have made it almost 

impossible to find any" said Emily Bailey, a 

spokesperson for the group. 

 

"The industry always claimed that fracking is safe 

because it takes place thousands of metres away from 

fresh water aquifers. At the Manutahi wells 

http://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/what-you-can-do/
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http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/6031938/Report-gives-fracking-all-clear
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in South Taranaki, the distance between fresh water 

and where fracking took place was only 257 metres! 

Furthermore, the report mentions the possibility of 

leakage from the hydraulic fracturing well-casing due 

to defective installation or cementing. This is exactly 

what happened at a Cheal well a couple of years ago 

and should be an alarm bell for all of us living in 

Taranaki." 

 

"Peak oil has caused a mad increase in dangerous 

fossil fuel extraction methods in Aotearoa and we do 

not want to see farm animals or people dying 

from drinking leaked frack fluid, or having their 

houses explode from leaking gas, as is happening 

elsewhere in the world. Water contamination 

and greenhouse gas emissions are not acceptable 

'best practices' and we want to see an immediate 

moratorium on fracking until it can be independently 

proven beyond any doubt that it is safe." 

 

"We would also like to note that there is a strong 

collaboration between the Taranaki Regional Council 

and the industry. The Petroleum Exploration 

and Production Association of New Zealand (PEPANZ) 

had their media statements released before the 

report was even available on the council website. This 

is indicative of a council who puts the interests of 

greedy companies before protecting the 

environment." 

 

"The report amounts to nothing given that it is 

basically the frackers saying that fracking is safe based 

on their own numbers and reports. If a government 

released a report with information from the nuclear 

energy industry that concludes that nuclear waste is 

safe (as long as there are no incidents), would the 

public take this PR propaganda seriously? One has 

to wonder whether the Taranaki Regional Council is 

controlled by the public or by private corporations." 

 

 

The Hive radio show on Access Radio 

Taranaki 104.4FM 

 

Listen to The Hive radio show every Monday night at 

7.30pm. You can listen by tuning in to 104.4FM or 

stream directly from their website: 

www.accessradiotaranaki.com .  

The show focuses on sustainability issues and is 

brought to you by the Taranaki Environmental 

Education Trust. 

 

Regional Public Transport Plan 

 

The Taranaki Regional Council is hearing submissions 

on the 2012-2022 Regional Public Transport Plan. 

Climate Justice Taranaki have submitted, calling for 

more services and preparation for a future where 

petrol will be less affordable and regional 

infrastructure will need decentralising. 

The council has been receptive this year after our last 

annual plan submission, with a survey sent out 

recently on the weekly coastal bus. The RPTP hearing 

is on Monday December 5th. Please send us your 

comments if you wish them to be added to our 

submission. 

 

Marae Parakore wananga, Raglan,  

December 3rd – 4th  

The wananga at Whaingaroa (Raglan) is a chance to 

see how the people of Whaingaroa in general and 

Poihakena Marae have expanded on their Marae 

Para Kore kaupapa, moved into other aspects of 

sustainability (such as Xtreme Waste) and have 

brought their community together, creating learning 

and employment openings as well.  

Poihakena has also recently had a DIY Marae make 

over, which I understand they did as sustainably as 

possible, so there would be lots to look at and get 

ideas from for building projects at home. 

It's only $45 for the weekend including food and 

acommodation. Contact Maakere Edwards via 

maakere@gmail.com for more info and for 

ridesharing. 

 

What is Climate Justice? 

 

Many people now acknowledge that those least 

responsible for the climate crisis are the ones who are 

suffering from it the most. Climate justice has its roots 

in grassroots social movements from around the 

world. It is the recognition that the historical 

responsibility for the vast majority of greenhouse gas 

emissions lies with the industrialised countries. It is 

the understanding that peasants, indigenous peoples, 

http://www.accessradiotaranaki.com/
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fisher-folk, women, people of color and poor 

communities have been disproportionately affected 

by climate change, as well as by the fossil fuel industry 

and by false solutions to climate change, such as tree 

plantations, genetically-modified crops, large scale 

hydro projects and agrofuels. 

Climate justice recognises that instead of market-

based solutions, the sustainable practices of these 

peoples and communities offer the real solutions to 

climate change. Climate justice is the fundamental 

knowledge that climate change cannot be addressed 

through corporations and the market as these caused 

the problem in the first place. 

Climate justice must not be dumbed down into just 

another catch phrase for a photo-op, or watered 

down to mean no more than “do something for the 

climate”, nor can it be sponsored by carbon offset 

companies.  

Climate justice must be a guiding principle of the 

climate movement, which means that how we go 

about averting the climate crisis is just as important as 

stopping it. Climate justice demands that we go 

beyond vague calls for “bold legislation” and 

challenge the systemic root causes of this crisis. 

 

 

Climate Justice Taranaki 

 
http://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/ 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_205878806095057 

http://nodrilling.wordpress.com/taranaki/ 
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