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Tena koutou katoa, 

 

Yesterday was a National Day of Action Against 

Fracking and activities were organised around the 

country in opposition to this new and dangerous 

practice. An action was done here in Taranaki with a 

kaumatua from Waitara and his colleague - see our 

press release below and the photo below.  

 

Petition & Letter 

An online petition (the same as the Green Party 

petition) was also launched yesterday by CJT 
http://www.change.org/petitions/the-parliamentary-

commissioner-for-the-environment-in-new-zealand-impose-an-

immediate-moratorium-on-fracking-in-nz. 

It includes a letter you can send directly to the 

Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment 

calling on her to impose an immediate moratorium 

and conduct an inquiry into the practice. 

 

Bee-keeping Workshop Nov 19th  

On a happier note, spring is here and beekeeping to 

save bees is becoming increasingly popular. We have 

been hearing lots about the sad demise of bees due to 

climate change, insecticide use, gorse eradication, 

virroa mites and now Wifi and cellphone interference. 

Bees are in steady decline across the planet and this 

also seriously threatens plant reproduction and 

food supplies.  

So, if you want to learn how to help by being a 

beekeeper, there is a great course available this 

weekend in Urenui teaching us all the basics and how 

to use the new top bar beehive which is resistant to 

virroa mites and wheelchair-user friendly. Sorry for 

the short notice but the course is being held this 

Saturday November 19th from 10am-4pm. 

Contact Maria Lempriere on 06 752 3929, 027 232 

5554 or maria@wheturangi.co.nz to enrol ASAP.  

We really need as many people as possible to get to 

this course so the course can run. For car-pooling help 

reply to this email. 

 

 

Once again for the latest news and your comments 

see our website and facebook page (links below) and 

please spread the two petitions on new oil & coal and 

against fracking. Greenpeace are also offering free 

signs and posters against offshore oil drilling so if you 

want one contact them via 

nick.young@greenpeace.org.  

Lastly, awesome efforts with letter writing 

everyone, keep them coming via 

editor@dailynews.co.nz. 

 

Nga mihinui, 

 

Climate Justice Taranaki 

 
http://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/ 

 www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_205878806095057 

http://nodrilling.wordpress.com/taranaki/ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE: Waitara community 

erect fracking dump signs 

 

FROM: Climate Justice Taranaki 

DATE: 16th November 2011 - for immediate release 

 

Taranaki locals participated in today's 'National Day of 

Action Against Fracking' by erecting warning signs 

around a toxic frack waste dumpsite in Waitara. 

 

"We erected several signs today around BTW's Brown 

Rd landfarm warning the community to keep their 

children and animals away from this toxic drilling 
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and frack waste site" said Emily Bailey, a member of 

Climate Justice Taranaki. 

 

"At other fracking sites overseas cows and dogs have 

been found dead after wandering through flimsy 

fences and drinking spilt frack fluid." Said Bailey. "It 

worries me that that could happen here or that a child 

could wander off the beach and fall into the toxic 

storage pits." 

 

Waitara local Marty Toa participated in getting the 

signs up and said "the fracking in Taranaki has to 

stop." 

Another member of Climate Justice Taranaki, Urs 

Signer, said “the landfarming technique involves 

scraping off a thin layer of topsoil,spreading the toxic 

sludge and drilling muds that come from on-shore 

wells, relaying soil, fertilising, then sowing ready for 

cows again. This dilution as a solution practice does 

not have any decent research to back it up as a proper 

decontamination technique and hardly seems like best 

practice." 

 

"Some of the known fracking chemicals used here 

have warnings not to discharge to waterways yet the 

Taranaki Regional Council specifically chooses sandy 

coastal sites for landfarming so the chemicals leach 

into shallow aquifers or are blown away in the wind. 

None of the consents so far seem to have been 

publicly notified so the community does not know 

what's going on." 

 

"The chemical load limits for New Zealand are based 

on the USA Environmental Protection Agency [EPA] 

levels, yet the EPA is currently doing a new 

investigation into fracking chemicals because they, 

and many other countries now with moratoriums on 

fracking, don't believe they know enough to evaluate 

the situation properly.” said Signer. 

 

“A look at landfarming monitoring reports shows that 

the dumping of frack waste has been going on under 

the radar for about six years with the Council 

seemingly unaware. A recent Official Information Act 

response confirmed that Council doesn't even know all 

the chemicals being dumped and breaches its own 

resource consent conditions by continually not testing 

ground water or air discharges at various sites” said 

Emily Bailey. 

"With Labour, Greens and and the Mana party all 

speaking out with concerns over fracking, the time is 

right to put an end to this dangerous practice" 

says Wellington anti-fracking organiser Jessie Dennis. 

 

"We will keep on organising resistance against 

fracking in our communities. This extraction technique 

is dangerous and the spreading of toxic drilling sludge 

in Waitara is outright criminal" said Bailey. 

 

Support for the national day of action has come from 

Climate Justice Wellington, people in Canterbury, 

Hawkes Bay, Gisborne and also Tiki Taane, who had 

'Frack No NZ' written on his guitar on his facebook 

profile. 

 

ENDS 

 

Emily Bailey can be contacted via 

climatejusticetaranaki@riseup.net  

 

NOTES 

 

1. Photos of the Waitara frack waste site were given 

to Climate Justice Taranaki a few weeks ago and are 

available on our website: 
http://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/2011/10/08/media-

release-toxic-water-and-toxic-milk-from-oil-industry-what-the-

frack-is-in-the-milk/ 

 

2. Fracking is an extraction technique that requires 

large volumes of water and sand an a chemical 

cocktail to fracture the earth underground in order to 

release the gas contained within the rock. In Taranaki, 

there have been reports of leaks in wells and there 

are landowners who are worried about the effects on 

the groundwater. 
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