
From: Margaret Smith  
Sent: Tuesday, 6 November 2012 9:30 a.m. 
To: 'pce@pce.govt.nz' 
Subject: hydraulic fracturing report 
 
Kia ora Dr Wright 
 
I understand you are conducting an investigation on the effects of hydraulic fracturing on the 
environment.  Thank you for this.   
 
We live 700 metres away from Mangahewa C on Otaraoa Rd, Waitara, I have lived in Waitara all my 
life.  I’m just wanting to give a residents view on the effects of the industry as many residents don’t 
speak up.  
 
I have expressed my concerns about the expansion of the oil and gas industry in my community a 
number of times and usually feel like a little terrier nipping on the heels of a multi-national giant, 
however I keep speaking out because to say nothing is foolish.  Therefor I am taking the 
opportunity to say a little to the Commissioner for the Environment.   
 
I too belong to and care deeply about New Zealand’s clean green image and hope this will be our 
point of difference in the world.  I want to feel proud to live in a society where environmental 
protection sits alongside, rather than way below economic development.   
 
The industry is expanding in my neighbourhood.  Seven days a week we have constant trucks 
passing our home taking oil/condensate from McKee, they are building a gas fired power station 
there and from our home we are exposed frequently to flares (sometimes very black smoke billows) 
from 4 gas extraction sites close by, and others from a distance, and they promise us more sites will 
come.  
 
I am developing an organic property and over the years I have asked Taranaki Regional Council 
about the effects of the oil & gas industry on my land and my water supply.  TRC have told me to 
ask the company.  I have asked Todd Energy and they are taking many months to supply me with 
any information.  My last phone conversation was yesterday where I was promised information 
after the Commissioner for the Environment report on fracking.   
 
I am concerned about fracking and the other effects on myself, my family, my property and my 
immediate environment.  I am not a scientist but I do have a connection with our land, water and 
air, it is vitally important to me.  Papatuanuku is our earth mother and I wonder what consideration 
is being paid to the Māori perspectives on drilling, fracking, flaring and exporting our precious 
resource?  I am a treaty educator and this is of particular interest to me.     
 
I am most concerned about the long term effects of frenzied fossil fuel extraction and the effects on 
global warming for our great, great grandchildren.  We have clear scientific evidence of the 
negative impact yet we are increasing fossil fuel extraction and use rather than decreasing it.   
 
Thank you for taking the time to hear my concerns. 
    
 
Margaret Smith 


