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Tēnā koutou katoa, 

welcome to another Climate Justice Taranaki 

newsletter at the start of spring. This issue spans a 

range of topics from refugees to local riparian flood 

damage, sustainable transport and the oil and dairy 

down turn.  

 

Global battles over fossil fuel resources and power are 

increasing the numbers of refugees fleeing for safety. 

The effects of climate change of course are 

compounding these issues even more. A local 

facebook event is helping raise awareness on how us 

ordinary folk can do something about it politically and 

practically by calling to ditch or double the refugee 

quota and support refugees once they arrive here. 

The regional council have riparian plants and fencing 

funds available to help farmers repair flood damage to 

important waterways while our local sustainable 

transport campaigners are calling for us to leave our 

cars at home. 

The COP21 UN conference on climate change in Paris 

is coming up soon with a global climate march 

planned for November 28/29th. Mark it in your diary. 

We'll be doing something here... 

 

****************** ACTION  **************** 

Open homes- open borders - we will host a refugee  

 

Governments across the globe are failing to deal with 

this humanitarian crisis. In NZ, the refugee quota has 

not grown since 1987 and currently sits at only 750. 

Do you have a spare room? A sleep out? A bach or a 

crib? Let's pledge to open our homes to refugees and 

asylum seekers as an act of solidarity. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1627768584139099/16

28313660751258/ 

 

TRC storm recovery package for farmers 

The Taranaki Regional Council (TRC) is offering a 

$500,000 Storm Recovery Package to help Taranaki 

farmers recover from June’s extreme weather.  

Phone TRC on 0800 736 222 for more information.  

http://www.trc.govt.nz/trc-announces-storm-recovery-

package-for-farmers/  

The Great Fresh Air Challenge this September 

 

The Great Fresh Air Challenge is all about encouraging 

New Plymouth folk to embrace our great outdoors, 

dust off our bikes, lace up our shoes and leave the car 

keys at home this September! Lots of prizes to be won!  

http://www.letsgo.org.nz/  

**************** SUBMISSIONS  ************** 

EPA (Protection of Environment) Amendment Bill  

Submission closing on 10 Sept 

Please submit to support this Bill which will give the 

EPA an objective “to protect, maintain, and enhance 

New Zealand’s environment”.  EPA is responsible for 

regulating oil and gas and seabed mining activities in 

NZ’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) from 12 to 200 

nautical miles offshore. Surely they need to have a 

mandate to protect the environment!  Submit online 

at: http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/pb/sc/make-

submission/51SCLGE_SCF_00DBHOH_BILL62501_1/environ

mental-protection-authority-protection-of-environment   

South Taranaki Proposed District Plan 2015 

Submission closing on 12 October 

The District Plan controls the way land is used, 

developed (e.g. oil/gas wellsites), protected and 

subdivided in the district. Please spend some time and 

have a read of the Proposed District Plan, especially 

the Rules. Documents and submission details here: 

http://www.southtaranaki.com/Council/Proposed-

District-Plan-2015/   

*****************  EVENTS  ****************** 

Radio NZ Insight: Fossil Fuels 

Sunday 6 Sept 8:12 am  

This sounds like an interesting program as reporter 

Eric Frykberg will explore the future of fossil fuels. 

http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/comingup/2504911  

Sustainable Water Management 

Tue 22 Sept 7:30pm, St Mary’s Peace Hall, New 

Plymouth ($5) 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1627768584139099/1628313660751258/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1627768584139099/1628313660751258/
http://www.trc.govt.nz/trc-announces-storm-recovery-package-for-farmers/
http://www.trc.govt.nz/trc-announces-storm-recovery-package-for-farmers/
http://www.letsgo.org.nz/
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/pb/sc/make-submission/51SCLGE_SCF_00DBHOH_BILL62501_1/environmental-protection-authority-protection-of-environment
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/pb/sc/make-submission/51SCLGE_SCF_00DBHOH_BILL62501_1/environmental-protection-authority-protection-of-environment
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/pb/sc/make-submission/51SCLGE_SCF_00DBHOH_BILL62501_1/environmental-protection-authority-protection-of-environment
http://www.southtaranaki.com/Council/Proposed-District-Plan-2015/
http://www.southtaranaki.com/Council/Proposed-District-Plan-2015/
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/comingup/2504911


A presentation by Greenbridge on rain gardens, 

swales, rainwater collection and grey water systems. 

Other Taranaki community events 

Check out Hive website: http://hivetaranaki.co.nz/  

 

*****************  NEWS  ******************** 

 

A spiritual fight against climate change 

  

Two months after the historic Papal encyclical, Islamic 

leaders and scholars from 20 countries are now calling 

for all followers to work towards zero greenhouse gas 

emission and 100% renewable energy strategy by 

2050 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/18/i

slamic-leaders-issue-bold-call-rapid-phase-out-fossil-fuels  

Stat Oil secret meetings with iwi exposed 

 

Norwegian oil company has been meeting secretly 

with hapu leaders, despite Norwegian government’s 

strict rules on indigenous engagement. Greenpeace 

campaigner Mike Smith explained,  “You don’t go 

consulting with iwi by going around picking off 

individuals, meeting with them on the quiet, that’s not 

how we do it! … They are desperate to get social 

license signed off from the people up north…”  

http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/morningr

eport/audio/201768193/norwegian-oil-explorer-accused-

of-divide-and-rule-tactics-in-northland  

 

Otahuhu Power Station closes with the rise of 

sustainable systems 

 

Contact Energy’s announcement to close down its gas-

fired Otahuhu power station, at the wake of Genesis’ 

plan to shut down Huntly’s coal-burning generators 

and the Solid Energy debacle, are clear signs that the 

era of fossil fuel dependence is coming to an end. The 

time is now ripe for the numerous consented or 

proposed renewable energy projects across the 

country to take off.  

https://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/2015/08/17/

media-statement-otahuhu-power-station-closes-with-the-

rise-of-sustainable-systems/ 

 

Taranaki’s economy lagging behind  

‘Taranaki’s economy is feeling the pinch’ following the 

oil and dairy downturn. It is time to decouple the two 

industries, time for us, Fonterra and Federated 

Farmers to break away from intensive ‘dirty’ dairying, 

as many forward-thinking farmers have done. There is 

huge potential in sustainable farming, based on low 

inputs, high-end quality products and multi-species 

systems that are resilient to market fluctuations and 

extreme weather events. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-

news/news/71534009/taranakis-economy-lagging-behind-

regional-counterparts 

TPPA Action Week 

We were gratified that some 20,000 people marched 

in the streets across New Zealand in protest of the 

TPPA. The New Plymouth march on Sept 15th was a 

success, with a turn-out of 300 protestors against the 

secret trade deal. 

https://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/2015/08/08/

tppa-action-week-8-15-august/  

Hague climate change judgement could inspire a 

global civil movement 

In the first successful case of its kind, a judge in the 

Hague has ruled that the Dutch government’s stance 

on climate change is illegal and has ordered them to 

take action to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 25% 

within five years. Many others are currently 

considering climate litigation cases. 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jun/24/h

ague-climate-change-judgement-could-inspire-a-global-

civil-movement  

***************************************** 

 With so many of us fighting on all fronts: TPPA, 

Monsanto, living wage, clean rivers, frack-free NZ, 

deep sea oil drilling… we are becoming an undeniable 

force that will bring forth “new laws, new systems, 

new deals” for social justice, for climate 

justice.  http://thischangeseverything.org/  

Together, we will stop the mass expansion of oil & gas 

exploration in Aotearoa and create a sustainable 

future!  Stay in touch at 

http://climatejusticetaranaki.info & http://NoDrilling.org.nz 
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