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NEWS SNIPPETS 

This month has seen numerous media coverage on the 
Taranaki’s environment and the oil and gas industry.  

First off, the Taranaki Regional Council released its State 
of the Environment Report 2015 which claimed that the 
health of our rivers were “the best ever recorded”. Dr 
Mike Joy of Massey University said claimed 
improvements around surface water quality didn't 
match up with the data: "If this is 'doing Taranaki proud' 
then the standards are very low." 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/70014385/
taranaki-regional-council-release-state-of-the-environment-r
eport  

Next, on the 8th July, the grave experience of local 
residents Sarah Roberts and David Morrison was 
featured at lengths in the local paper, with the couple 
warning all landowners:  

"It starts with a seismic survey. They need written 
permission for this. Saying 'no' at this stage gives you 
more protection. ... What people don't realise is the 
effects it will have. If and when you want to leave you 
find the oil and gas activity is legally placed on your land 
information, potentially impacting your ability to sell, 
loan and insure. ... We feel we have been treated poorly. 
Our biggest concern is the oil and gas companies are 
just going about their business without best practice 
oversight. We have always felt it is the regulators 
(regional and district councils) who should be 
responsible for controlling what happens – we strongly 
feel this has not happened." 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/farming/agribusiness/69580
448/oil-drilling-nightmare-drives-out-rural-couple  

On the 15th, the Ministry of Primary Industry (MPI) 
released a Landcare report and new guidelines on the 
spreading of oil/gas wastes on land. Both received 
critical comments. Green Party’s Gareth Hughes said 
the guidelines are: "woefully inadequate because they 
do not protect animals or humans from toxic heavy 
metals. MPI's weak and incomplete voluntary guidelines 
give the impression of stronger regulation but are less 
stringent than existing rules." 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/70240435/
ministry-for-primary-industries-release-guidelines-for-landfar
ming  

EVENTS 

LEN LYE ARTS CENTRE OPENING this weekend 

Are you aware that the Todd Energy Corporation is Len 
Lye Arts Centre’s largest private sponsor?  This money, 
to the tune of $3 Million, has bought the company 
naming rights with the Todd Energy Learning Centre 
and Todd Energy Foyer within the building. The centre is 
opening this weekend. 

Todd Energy has built its extensive fortune through the 
exploitation of gas and oil across Taranaki. Residents 
near wellsites are badly affected by the drilling, fracking 
and production processes, not to mention the 
environmental damage and effects on climate change.  

Many would agree that Todd’s sponsorship with naming 
rights represents little more than a way to buy social 
license/acceptance within our communities. It’s such a 
pity that the sponsorship has come from such a 
destructive, unsustainable industry.   

We invite you to join us this Friday night 24th July at 6 
pm, outside the Len Lye Centre / Govett Brewster Art 
Gallery, Queen Street (off Devon St West), New 
Plymouth. Let’s make a statement – “we don’t want 
dirty money, oil/gas companies do NOT have a social 
license to operate here”! 

 

CLIMATE JUSTICE AND FOOD PANEL DISCUSSION  
5.45pm Monday 27th July at 17 Tory St, 
Wellington 

 Join Gary Williams, Permaculture New Zealand; Mike 
Joy, Massey University; Julia Milne, Common Unity 
Project and others, to explore: Why are food issues 
important for climate justice? What might a sustainable 
and just food system look like? How do we get there? 
http://oilfreewellington.org.nz/climate-connections-a-winter-
climate-justice-panel-series/  

 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Check out http://hivetaranaki.co.nz/ for more local events 
and follow our blog and facebook page: 

http://climatejusticetaranaki.info 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_205878806
095057 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/70014385/taranaki-regional-council-release-state-of-the-environment-report�
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/70014385/taranaki-regional-council-release-state-of-the-environment-report�
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/70014385/taranaki-regional-council-release-state-of-the-environment-report�
http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/farming/agribusiness/69580448/oil-drilling-nightmare-drives-out-rural-couple�
http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/farming/agribusiness/69580448/oil-drilling-nightmare-drives-out-rural-couple�
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/70240435/ministry-for-primary-industries-release-guidelines-for-landfarming�
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/70240435/ministry-for-primary-industries-release-guidelines-for-landfarming�
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/70240435/ministry-for-primary-industries-release-guidelines-for-landfarming�
http://oilfreewellington.org.nz/climate-connections-a-winter-climate-justice-panel-series/�
http://oilfreewellington.org.nz/climate-connections-a-winter-climate-justice-panel-series/�
http://hivetaranaki.co.nz/�
http://climatejusticetaranaki.info/�
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_205878806095057�
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_205878806095057�

