
Climate Justice Taranaki (CJT) Newsletter, 1 July 2014 

June has been an exciting and busy month, starting with the Parliamentary Commissioner for 

Environment’s report on oil and gas released on June 4th, as reported in our last newsletter. Since 

then, the government has called for “a working group to deal with the  problem of livestock” being 

on active landfarms in Taranaki while Federated Farmers took “a major U-turn”, condemned the 

practice and volunteered to be in the working group. 

http://www.radionz.co.nz/news/rural/248332/govt-to-look-into-stock-on-landfarms  

On June 18th, we had the fantastic news that the Environmental Protection Authority had rejected 

Trans-Tasman Resources’ proposal to mine ironsand off the Taranaki coast: 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/industries/10172709/Ironsand-mining-rejected This can 

potentially become a landmark case and precedence for other seabed mining proposals elsewhere 

in NZ and Pacific island nations. 

In stark contrast with the good news on seabed mining was the shocking news that the government 

has opened up >3000 sqkm of the West Coast North Island Marine Mammal Sanctuary for oil and 

gas drilling, despite the desperate plight of the Maui dolphin http://www.3news.co.nz/Govt-opens-

Mauis-dolphin-area-for-oil-drilling/tabid/1160/articleID/348984/Default.aspx This has sparked 

public outcry from many quarters, including legendary conservationist Jane Goodall: 

http://tvnz.co.nz/national-news/legendary-conservationist-takes-swipe-new-zealand-government-

video-6010645 See Actions below. 

Report on Community meetings – What the Frack?  

CJT hosted two community meetings at Norfolk Hall (June 21st) and Opunake Boardriders’ Club 

(June 28th). Both meetings began with the powerful documentary Fractured Country, produced by 

Lock the Gate Australia. The film was followed by compelling presentations from affected 

landowners and concerned residents who have first-hand experience and insight into the 

operations and impacts of the oil and gas industry here in Taranaki. CJT speaker spoke at length of 

the myths that the industry and government wish us to believe, gave evidence of the contrary and 

called for change. The open discussions were passionate, with locals, especially those living around 

Norfolk, voicing their serious concerns over Tag Oil’s proposal to drill less than 700 m from Norfolk 

School.  

We thank all those who have helped with the preparation of the meetings, venue hire, printing and 

leaflet distribution, our guest speakers, facilitators and Seed Coastal Organics (for the fair-trade, 

organic tea and coffee). For those who have not seen Fractured Country, we encourage you to 

watch it online http://www.lockthegate.org.au/films or write to us for a copy on DVD. Please also 

take time to read and share our new information leaflet “What If an Oil and Gas Rep Knocks at 

your Door?” at https://climatejusticetaranaki.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/ltg-what-if-leaflet-v14-

home-print.pdf    

We are calling landowners and communities to ‘lock the gate’ – deny oil and gas companies access 

to your properties and declare whole communities ‘frack-free’, ‘no drill’ and/or truly ‘clean and 
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green’… Together, we can build a strong, unstoppable Lock the Gate Aotearoa movement 

http://www.lockthegate.org.nz/, as they have done in Australia. How about kick starting it with a 

film evening in your own home, local hall or school, give out some leaflets, spark some 

conversations in your community, and keep us posted?   

Kia kaha. Go hard. 

================================================================ 

Upcoming Actions & Events  

Plastic Free July  

It’s a simple challenge – attempt to refuse single-use plastic during July. We did it at our second 

What the Frack? meeting. Instead of buying packaged biscuits, we had home-baked cookies in well 

loved tins – more delicious, healthy and plastic free. You can do it too. For more ideas, go to 

http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/ Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eM2GAQEaed0 

 

Film screening: Greedy Lying Bastards  

The film “investigates the reason behind stalled efforts to tackle climate change despite consensus 

in the scientific community that it is not only a reality but also a growing problem placing us on the 

brink of disaster. … From the Koch Brothers to ExxonMobil, to oil industry front groups, to prominent 

politicians and Justices, this provocative exposé unravels the layers of deceit threatening democracy 

and the ability for future generations to survive on planet earth”. 

http://www.greedylyingbastards.com/  

Thur 10 July, 7:30pm, St Mary's Peace Hall, $10, organised by the Green Party Taranaki Branch. 

Maui’s Dolphins Defenders Rally 

URGENT CALL TO ACTION – “Remove human threats from the Maui’s dolphin habitat. Give the last 
55 a chance. Get the nets out, and say no to new oil and gas extraction!!!”  

Sunday 13 July, 10 am, Kumeu Arts Centre, 300 Main Rd, Kumeu. March to PM John Key’s electoral 
office. More at: http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PO1406/S00450/mauis-dolphin-rally-delivery-of-
open-letter-13714.htm  

CJT stall at WITT Orientation Day 

We are calling for help to further our climate justice kaupapa, strategise, network, organise 

activities, run public meetings, school visits and information stalls. We’d also benefit a great deal 

with inputs from specialists in chemistry, geology, health, law and design. Donations and 

sponsorships are much appreciated too. To explore how you can help best and what kind of change 

maker you may be, try this test: http://climatejusticetaranaki.wordpress.com/what-you-can-do/  

If you’re interested in helping us, drop by at our stall during the 2014 WITT Orientation Day: Mon 

21st July, 20 Bell Street, New Plymouth.  
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Hive Taranaki Events 

See Hive website for this month’s events from tree planting to biodynamics and seedsaving. 

http://www.hivetaranaki.co.nz/   
 

350.org – Protect the Great Barrier Reef!  

“The Great Barrier Reef is threatened by the world's largest coal port expansion -- and we have just 

48 hours to make our voices heard to stop this travesty”. Send a message to UNESCO urging them to 

continue pressure on the Australia Government:  

http://act.350.org/sign/great_barrier_reef/?sp_ref=47387812.6.8132.e.0.2  

Vote for the Climate – ahead of election 

Greenpeace has just launched the Climate Voter campaign http://climatevoter.greenpeace.org.nz/. 

By signing on as a Climate Voter you’ll be letting candidates from every party know that you will use 

your vote in the 2014 election to support action on climate change - the biggest challenge of our 

time. So don’t hesitate, sign up and be part of the influential movement! 

Global People’s Climate March  

To coincide with the 2014 UN Climate Summit in New York, a global day of action will be mobilised on 

Sunday 21st September. "… join the People's Climate March, and help make it the largest mobilisation the 

world has ever seen on climate change. We will march to ensure that you heed our demand for urgent action 

to safeguard our planet, our future and all that we love..” Sign up at 

https://secure.avaaz.org/en/join_to_change_everything_rb/?bFthReb&v=41497. Check out    

http://peoplesclimate.org/  and organise your local day of action in Aotearoa. 

 

Suggested Reading 

Rivers of gold – Water is creating lots of dairy millionaires, but at what cost to our environment? 

Listener, 12 June 2014. http://www.listener.co.nz/current-affairs/ecologic/rivers-of-gold/  

 

As always, stay tuned by visiting our website http://climatejusticetaranaki.info and facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ClimateJusticeTaranaki/ regularly.  
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